Volume XXII, Issue 7

February 2018

RUSSIAN WINTER BALL 2018!
The Winter Ball brought together people from a variety of backgrounds, but it appeared that
people enjoyed the dinner and dancing and the gala atmosphere of this special event for Russian
Heritage. The entertainment provided by Vladimir Khokhlov during the reception, and the dancers of
the St. Petersburg Folk Ensemble and the special dance performance by Ekaterina Kolmogorova and
Sergey Goranskii were well received, and the appearance of Grandfather Frost and his khorovod
created an interesting highlight of the evening. See page 3 for scenes from the Winter Ball, and also
visit our website (russianheritage.org) and our facebook page for more photographs.
Russian Heritage wants to give a special thanks to our hosts and sponsors, John and Margo
Catsimatidis, who did so much to make this Winter Ball a success, and to all who volunteered to make
this event possible, and to all who came to enjoy this dynamic beginning of 2018!
This is a fundraising event for our organization, and we did raise over $2,000 for our
Scholarship Fund; and many people came away with valuable gifts from our silent auction.

Upcoming Events. More February events on page 2.
The film/discussion on the spy thriller “Farewell” originally
scheduled for February has been postponed. The next Russian
Heritage event will be on March 10, a discussion of the best seller
“A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles.
“A Gentleman in Moscow” has been on the Best Seller List for 47
weeks, and is being widely discussed by people interested in Russia.
Set during the Soviet Union's turbulent early 1920s, A GENTLEMAN
IN MOSCOW tells the story of Count Alexander Rostov. When he is
deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the count is
sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel located
between the Kremlin and the Bolshoi Theater.
You may have a chance to read this novel before March 10, but even if you don’t read it you
can enjoy hearing a discussion led by people who have been at the Metropol Hotel, eaten at Count
Rostov’s restaurant, or enjoyed the atmosphere of the Kremlin and the Bolshoi Theater. You can also
find much interesting information on line about this novel.
The discussion will be on Saturday, March 10 at 3:00 pm at the Russian American Club in
Gulport (2920 Beach Blvd. S). If you have not visited the Club this is a great opportunity. This
program is free and open to the public.

Upcoming Events.
2/17. SPIFFS Luau. $75 per couple. It’s not too late to sign up for this event. See page 4 for
details. Call Lotta Boumann (727-552-1896) or Mary Stenov (727-867-6013) if interested.
2/18. Blini at RAC. 4 – 6 pm. $30 per person, for non-members, which includes a full meal and
musical program.
2/20 – 23. Conference on World Affairs at USFSP
Thursday morning (February 22) panel at 9:00AM, “Are China and Russia today’s
expansionist powers?” Golfo Alexopoulus of USF “Institute on Russia” on the panel. The link to
the entire program:
https://stpetersburgconferenceonworldaffairs.com/conference/2018-program-schedule/
2/21

“Reporting Russian Truths in the Era of Fake News” with David Filipov, Moscow Bureau
Chief of The Washington Post. Tuesday at 5:30 pm at USF Gibbons Alumni Center in Tampa.
Free and open to the public. (page 5)

3/10

Discussion of Amor Towles book "A Gentleman in Moscow" (page 1).

3/20

Marvin Kalb, legendary journalist and author, speaking on his recent book “The Year I was
Peter the Great: 1956”. 7:00 pm. Dinner and book signing at USF Alumni Center in Tampa.
$35 per person. (page 6)

4/14

SPIFFS International Ball. Russian Heritage Person of the Year. $40 per person.

4/29

Russian Heritage Annual Meeting and Picnic.
Where: War Veterans Memorial Park. 9600 Bay Pines Boulevard, St. Petersburg, FL 33708.
When: Noon to 6:00 pm.
Food: Shashlik +. Entrance fee: Adults $10; Children and Students $5.
Activities for adults and children.
Musical program.
Short business meeting with election of new members of the Board of Directors.

Membership Dues for 2018
It is time to pay your dues for 2018. You can send in the form on the following page with your check
by regular mail, or pay at our website, www.russianheritage.org by Paypal or credit card. Those
who attended the Winter Ball are entitled to free membership for 2018 by contacting us with your
contact information. We look forward to seeing you at our events in 2018, beginning with the
discussion of A GENTLEMAN IN MOSCOW on March 10.

Russian Winter Ball - 2018. More photos at website and facebook page.

