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Plan Now for the Annual Meeting
Saturday, May 7

Our annual meeting is held in May and includes the business meeting and
election of officers for next year. It is also a time to reflect on our major events
of the year, and begin to think about next year.

The meeting will be held at the Oriental Super Buffet (2456 Gulfto Bay
Blvd) in Clearwater at 6:00 p.m. Many of you will remember the interesting
meeting we had at this restaurant in September with Natasha and Maria, our
exchange ambassadors from St. Petersburg, Russia. The price of the meal,
beverage, tax, and tip is under $15.00. Plan to come and invite your friends.

We will be discussing the plans for continuing our exchange program, our
Old Russian New Year's Celebration, and other programs for next vear. Bring

your ideas.

Russian Films
About WWTI

Russian Heritage will present two
programs of films about WWTI in

late April and carly May, in connection
with the 60™ anniversary of the end of
that war. On April 27 the classic film
“The Cranes are Flying " will be shown
at 6:30 p.m. on the Clearwater campus

of St. Petersburg College, followed by the
American film, “Song of Russia”, a love
story made in 1944 about our wartime
alliance. Ouo Friday, May 6, “Bailad of a
Soldier” will be shown at Eckerd College
at 6:30, followed by “The Star”, a 2002
Russian film about the war (without
subtitles). For more details, see page 3.
Films arc free, and open to the public.

Russian Film at
Tampa Film Festival

On Friday, April 8, at 6:30 p.m. the
Russian Film “The Rider Named Death™
will be shown at the Tampa International
Film Festival at Sunrise Cinemas {1609
W. Swann Ave) This 2004 Shaknazarov

film shows a terrorist attempt to murder
Grand Duke Sergei in Moscow in 1904,
Film in Russian with English subtitles,
Adults: $8; students and seniors: $5.
See: www.tampafilmfest.com

WORLD WAR CONFERENCE TO
BE HELD AT CLEARWATER CAMPUS
OF ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE ON
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 FROM 9:00
TONOON. CALL: 727-712-3247.



Beslan Aid Report

In Seprember Russian Herltage
collected money to aid the victims of the
school hostage disaster in southern Russia.
where more than 1,000 hostages were

taken by the terrorists at the school in Beslan.

More than 300 persons died in this tragedy.
We sent the money collected to Russia

on the assumption that a family had been

identified to reccive this aid dircetly from

us. Our representative in St, Petersburg

let us know, however, that we could not help

this family directly, and that even the Russian
Red Cross would prefer to receive the money

from us.

We leamnexd that the Sister-Cities Program

in Asheville, North Carolina had organized
a relief effort also directed towards aiding
individual [amilics in Beslan, They have
“adopted” 10 familics, and will follow their
stories through direct visits. In late February

a delegation from Asheville, led by Constance

Richards, traveled to Beslan, and met the
10 familics. The stories of this trip can be

found on line from the Asheville Citizen-Times
at www.citizen-times.com for February 18, 24,

March 6 and 13.
We sent the $775 we collected to the

Asheville-Beslan Family Fund, It will be used

for the 10 families identified. for medical
care and possibly for travel, 1t may be that
some of the children from Beslan will be

brought 1o our country for a summer program

in 2006.

Conversational Russian
Two Upporiunitics to Study Russian

RAPID RUSSIAN LANGUAGE

A non-credit conversalional Russian
class offered at the Tarpon Springs
Campus of St. Petersburg College
starting on April 16. This 20-hour
program for beginners will meet on
Saturday momings from 9:30 to noon.
Instructor: Nadia Yevstigneyeva. This
course is designed for those who want
to travel to Russia (it is offered in
connection with a St. Petersburg College
trip to Russia in May), or for those who
want an introduction to the alphabet and
language. Contact: 727-712-5247, or

yevstigneyeva.nadiai@speollege.edu

SPOKEN RUSSIAN 11

A non-credit conversational Russian
class offered by USF in Tampa in the
Continuing Education Program, starting
on April 23. This 20-hour program is
designed for those who have alrcady
begun to study Russian, but who want
to continue, Classes meet on Saturday
mornings from 10:00 &.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Instructor: Olga Oleynik. Contact:
813-974-5421, or 813-866-5406.

[IPUBET. CITACUBO. TTOKA.
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Russian Heritage Ambassador Program

In September 2004 Russian Heritage hosted two Student Ambassadors from St,
Petersburg, Russia. Many will remember Natasha and Maria. We decided this year to
sponsor a number of American siudents going to Russia on summer programs. We have
identified three high school students and at least one college student for this program this
summer. You will definitely be hearing more about this program in the fall. We will be
discussing the future of this program at the May meeting. This spring, Russian leritage did
provide prizes for the winners of the English language competition in St. Petersburg, but the
prizes for the top students was a $50 computer language program, rather than a trip to

Florida.
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Russian Films at Clearwater Campus of SPC: April 27

(At Auditorium, 2463 Drew Street, Clearwater)

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday at 800 p.m.
The Cranes Are Flying The Song of Russia
1957, 94 minutes. B&W.  Subritles, 1944, 80 minutes, B&W. Eaglish.
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One of the best Russian films of all Susan Peters as Nadia. Russian girl,
times. Tragic story of love and war. Robert Taylor as American musician.

WWIT wartime allies!

Russian Films at Eckerd College: May 6

(Miller Auditorium at Eckerd Callege, 4200 54 Ave. S, St, Petersburg)

Friday at 6:30 p.m. Friday at 9:00 p.m.
Ballad of a Soldier The Star (3BE3/[A)
1960. 89 minutes, B&W. Subtitles. 2002, 93 minutes. Color. Russian only.

The Star

-"‘f.‘

A Russian film classic. A poetic
“ballad” about an innocent young
Russian soldier in WWII. A modem WWII chriller!



News from SPIFFS

Russian Heritage participated in the SPIFFS
Folk Fair for the third year in March. An
arficle about the event is found on Violetta's
page with information about our booth and
our participation. There is also a pink insert
in this edition which gives information about
the Russian New Year and other holidays

in Russian culture,

On Friday, April 22 SPIFFS will hold its
Annual Banguet at Banquet Masters at

8100 Park Blvd. North Pinellas Park.

Last year Russian Heritage was represented
at two table for this Gala, and we honored
Miyor Rich Baker and President Carl Kuttler
of St. Petersburg College as our “Persons of
the Year”,

This year we are honoring Suzanne
Pomerantzeff for her work in representing
Russian culturc in the community through
her Russian Folk Dance Group that has
been performing at SPIFES for alt 30 years

of its existence. Her group has also performed

for Rusvian Heritage evems, most recently

at the Balalaika Concert in March.

If vou are mnterested in attending this banquet,
please contact Zina Downen (727-399-1713)
or Bill Parsons (727-867-9148) ASAP, but
not later than April 14. The dinner is $25.
Reception at 6:30; Ceremonies at 7:00;
Dinner at 7:45; Dancing at 8:30. Meal
opilons include roast beef, filct of sole,
Spanish chicken, and vegetarian sclections.

St. Petersburg Trio
Dazzles St. Petersburg

In a concert that brought the two
St. Petersburgs together, three musicians
from St. Petersburg, Russia performed
classical selections and Russian music
on folk instruments that delighted the
audience at the Palladium Theater in
St. Petersburg, Florida.

Svetlana Nikonova on the domra,
Vladimir Zakharevich on the bayan, and
Andrei Savaliev on the contra-bass
balalaika played Mozart, Back, Strauss
(the Blue Danube and the polkas were
particularly exciting), and Brahms and
Joplin. Perhaps most appreciated of all
was the non-stop medley of popular
classical melodies ammanged by Svetlana
Nikonova. To show the excitement of
crowd, during the intermission, out of
an audience of about 240 spectators, 41
CID's by the Trio were sold!

Russian folk music and folk dances
dominated the second half of the concert
which featured Savalicv playing the
prima balalaika with crowd favorites

Lara’s Theme from Dr. Zhivago and
Seclskaya Kadril, Three folk dances
performed by Suzanne Pomerantzeffs
St. Petersburg (Florida) Folk Ensemblc
made this a truly “Two St. Petersburgs”
concert,

On the flight of the musicians back

to Washington, D.C., the contra-bass

We hope to see you there! again occupicd two seats (two tickets!).
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Russian New Year

The arrival of the New Year was the time for celebration in presrevalutionary
Russia, from the time of Peter the Great who adepred & calendar similar 1o that used in
Western Europe. An example of the type of grand parties associated with this celebration
can be found with Natashe’s first ball in Tolstoy's War and Peace. In St. Petersburg,
Florida, Russiarn Herilage bas carded on this tradition of the Old Russiun New Year with
a gale ball at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club on or neer January 13, which is the day when
Nevi Year’s Eve was celebrated zecording o the old Russian calendar,

After the Russian Revolution of 1917, and after the calendar was changed 1o the
madern {Gregorian) calendar used in most of the rest of the world, the New Year
celebrations took place on December 31. And because the new leaders of the Sovied state
warited to de-emphasize religion and Christmas, some of the traditions formerly
associated with Christmas became a part of the New Year’s traditions, especially with the
three waditions of Grandfather Frost (Dyed Mo-ROZ), the Snow Maiden (Sne-GOO-
roch-ka), and (he New Year's Tree (YOL-ka).

For children, DYED MORCZ (Grandfather Frost) is something of a Sunta Claus
figuce. He usually dressed in red, with white trim (although sometimes with blue, yellow
or white clothing), and he brought presents on New Year's to good boys and girls. He s
the personification of winter, and is not related 1o Christmas, He and his assistemt
SNEGOOROCHKA lead the children (often dressed up in costumes) in dancing around
the YOLKA. Partics where DYED MOROZ and SNEGOOROCHKA appear semetimes
are held in schonls, in youth arganizations, or even in the homes. Most families have a
New Year's tree (YOLKA) in their homes, and most offices, hotels, and other institutions
also decorate these YOLKAS for the holiday sesson,

For adults, the New Year is often welcomed with a major party, eitherina
restaurant, & club, or at someone’s home. This is a time for serious ealing, numerous hors
docuvyes called ZAKUSK], foliowed by main courses and desserts. Serious drinking
and numerous toasts have also been teaditions of the New Year. As opposed to American
celebrations, which usually begin early and end shortly after the New Year arrives, the
Russian celebration often begins later, reaches its first climax at about midnight, ang then
often continues all night.

The Russians do like 1o celebrate their holidays. Even in Soviel fimes many
celebrated the New Year twice, on December 31 and January 13. This continues, and
now is often combined with the observance of Christmas on December 25, and again
“officially” on January 7. But remember, when polled in recent years, Russians have
indicated by en overwhelming majority, the New Year holiday is the most popular and
most widely celebrated, '

HAPPY NEW YEAR! C HOBBIM I'OJTOM! SNOW-viry GO-dom!
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RUSSIAN HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS
Russian Holidays reflect the historical developments of & proud nation.

In pagan times, holidays were related to the seasons and growing cycles. Two of
the biggest came on the mid-summer night and the arrival of spring afler a long winter.
Even now in our namesake city of St. Petersburg, Russia, the “White Nights™ of summer
are celebrated each summer.

With the advent of Christianity, Faster and the Orthodox Church’s Holy Days
became the most important festivities. Before the Russian Revolution, almost every third
day was a Church Holy Day, and on cvery day of the year one or more saints of the
church were honored. Fasting was un important part of the life of Orthodox Russians,
and there were more fasting days for the devout than there were days without restrictions.
The high point of the year was Faster, preceded by a Great Fast of seven weeks, in which
no meat, milk, eggs, butter or sugar were allowed. This fast was preceded by the
carnival-like celebration of “Maslenitsa”, featuring the consumption of blini (Russian
pancakes), street performers and puppet theaters (Petrushka), and general merry-making,
In addition to Church Holidays and 1loly Days, Russians have always celebrated the
arrival of the New Year, and the anniversaries of major military victories and political
events. This was true in Tsarist Russia, in Soviet times, and now in contemporary Russia.

After the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 the two major holidays were November 7
{the anniversary of the revolution) and May 1 (International Workers’ Day}. On these
two holidays Russians had two days off. Parades were organized on Red Square in
Moscow, and in other major cities across the Soviet Union. Additional Soviet holidays
filled the calendar, celebrating women, the armed forces, schools, the media, and many
industries and social organizations.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, many of the old Soviet holidays were no
longer appropriate. May 1 became the “Spring and Labor Holiday™, and November 7, the
anmiversary of the revolution, was changed to the “Day of Accord and Conciliation”.
Some want to cancel this holiday completely. A new holiday celebrating the new
independence of the Russian Federation is now observed on June 12. It was first called
“Independence Day™ and is now called “Russia Day™, but fewer than 10% of the
population report that they consider this a major holiday, “Constitution Day” is officially
celebrated on December 12, the date when the 1993 “Yeltsin™ Constitution was adopted.
Previously, Constitution Day was observed on October 7, for the “Brezhnev” constitution
of 1967, and before that on December 5, for the *Stalin™ Constitution of 1936.
International Women's Day continues to be celebrated on March 8, and Victory Day,
marking the end of WWII is observed on May 9.

A recent public opinion poll shows that Russians now consider the following
holidays the most important, in this order: 1) New Year Holiday (89%); 2) Respondent’s
birthday (78%); Easter (65%); Women's Day (58%); and Victory Day (55%). On the
reverse you will read more about the traditions of the Russian New Year's Ceelebrations.

OMAST 12 MIOHA 7HOSBPS 12 JEKABPS 25 JIEKARPSI



CTPAHHYKA Buoaerre
Violetta’s Page

(Violetta Yevstigneyeva is continuing to write articles for the RH newsletter from a
teenager’s perspective as part of a service learning program at Palm Harbor High School.)

O memayHapoarnom decrnpaie s Tponukana @ung

About SPIFFS Festival at Tropicana Field
SPIFFS (The St. Petersburg Intemational Folk Fair Socicty) is where all the counties are
united and 2o boundarjes exist! Bright costumes, welcoming smiles, educating booths,
and wonderful performances were all held at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg from
March 16" to March 20, This year SPIFFS Folk Fair theme was “Festivals and
Holidays around the World™! This year the Folk Festival was amazing, and the number
of people who came was great! “Thank You™ to cverybody who came out to support our
Russian booth and help us share our unique culturc and traditions! What arc most
imperative and interesting things about human beings? It is their similarities and their
differences! And what can show that better than SPIFES? We ¢un proudly represent our
Russian culture and our individuality, and share it with all who attend.

But can you guess which booth stood out from the rest? Our booth, the booth of the
Russian Heritage! Our enthusiasm. spirit, and openncss immediately drew thousands of
visitors! We had 5 beautiful life-sized Matryoshkas (Russian Nesting Dolls) with spaccs
cut out for the smiling faccs of our visitors. Both childsen and adults were absolutely
intrigued! The doll cut-outs were painted by the talented Zina Downen, who was dressed
ina beautiful Snow Princess costume. Our game-quiz featuring Russian holidays was
very successful! This year participants had to recognize traditional Russian holidays. like
New Year, Women's Day, May Day, und Victory Day from Russian Magazine covers,
@reeting cards, ete. This game attracted the attention of people of all ages: even T was
mesmerized by it! Russian entertainment was beautifully presented by Suzanne
Pomerantzeff's Folk Dancers on the main stage, and by bayan player Regina Kozhyna

in our booth, Of course, no one can forget the amazing items of sale from Fladimir's
Collection, wonderfully presented by Galina Malkin and her son, Vadim! All we can say
is THANK YOU 1o everyone that dedicated their time and hard work to SPIFFS,

CTTHD®C (Canxr-TevepGyprexni Mezxaynaponnssi Gecrusans Gonknopa) — o
QPFARU3ALMA, I1¢ CTPAITR i MX YRHKAIHER KYIhTYPH OGLEAMHMOTCS 1 MSRIY HIH
HCHEIAKT TPAITHIlLI! JAPKHE KOCT:OME], L00pOReIATE IhinIe YNBIDKH, @ TaK#e
BEMROICNHAIC BRICTYIL ICHHA aNcaMG/IcH i apIHeToB IpolLIK B Tponukasa Gy c 16
10 20-c mapra. HauGobiuuit meTepee npraiexany 00pazoBaTeNEHLIE HARWTBONE
TECKOIBKIX CTPAH, CPEIH KOTOPEIH 0COBCHHOS MECTO JAHHMAT NABHILOH
npeacTaniertll Pycenun Hucreduem. Tema B 310M rofty - «DecTHBAIM |
Mpasauaxas! OrpoMuoe cnacnto BCCM, KTO Y4ACTROBAT B IIOATOTORKE U IIPOBEIEHUM
10l HesabEmaeMoit HemeM — acodenno 3uHe HoyHeH, TaReRansHoit TpYIlie
[lomepanniesa, Pernve Koxune, Bury lapeoscey, Faause n Bamamy Mamkmnsiv or
«Basnwip Konnexmu»! Harm nasuson, kak seeraa. DPHBICK BHAMUHNC OTPOMHOI0
KOJIMUCCTRA IE1CH ¥ B3POCILIX MoceTuTenelt phicrarkn, CracnBol !



