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Plan Now for the Annual Meeting
Friday, May 19

Our annual meeting is held in May and includes the business meeting and election of
officers for next year. This year a special program will honor two of our Russian Heritage
student ambassadors who arc graduating from Palm Harbor High School.

The meeting and celebration will be held ar the “St, Pelersburg Nights™ Russian
restaurant on Friday, May 19, with a reception at 3:30 pm, business meeting at 6:00. supper
at 6:30 followed by the program and dancing. Entrée choice is Beel Stroganov or Garlic
Chicken for $25. Please RSVP by May 16 by email (president@russianheritage.org), or by
phone (727-864-8235). or send your check and reservations to Russian Heritage, PO Box
14552, St. Petersburg. FL 33733,

Violetta Yevstigneyeva and Victor Albert were two of our Russian Heritage
ambassadors to Russia in the summer of 2005, and they have been active in many of our
programs here, including most recently reading with Russian poet Yevgeny Yeviushenko
during his appearance here March 14. They arc also honor students in Palm Harbor,
graduating ip May.

If you haven’t visited the new Russian restaurant “St. Petersburg Nights™ (6800 Sunset
Way in St. Petc Beach), this will be an opportunity to sample authentic Russian cuisine, learn
more sbout Russian Herirage, and celebrate our vouth.

Russian Heritage Tennis Tournament, May 7
We have had poetry contests and we have had competitions for the best Russian

anecdotes and proverbs. This year we are going to try 2 mixed doubles lennis tournament.

On Sundey, May 7, 2006 the participants will gather at the Fekerd College tennis courts
at 9:00 am. Teams will be selected at random, and either a round-robin or double eliminstion
schedule will be played. Fach maich will be one set (a pro-set if all parties agree). A $5.00
registration fee and one can of bulls is all that it takes to participate. Ilease indicate vour
interest in participating by email or phone (727-864-8235), When registering, please leave
your phone, in case there are any changes in the program. A suggested donation of $3.00
will be collected from all who come 1o cheer on their favorites.

Russian Film at Eckerd College: May 12
(Miller Auditorium ut ckerd College, 4200 54™ Ave, S.. St Petersburg)

A “Hollywood™ type Russian movie will be shown as part of the International Film
Series at Eekerd College on Friday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m. Night Watch (Hounoii 1030p) is a
science fiction film that uses extensive special effects to well its story. In Russian with
English subtitles. Free and apen 1o the public.




A GYPSY CONCERT: MAY 13 IN CLEARWATER

A Gypsy Ensemble will perform at the Royally Theater (405 Cleveland Strest) in Clearwater
at 8:00 pm on Saturday, May 13, For more details and ticket information, visit the website
www. Russian Tampa.com.

GREAT COOPERATION IN RUSSIAN HERITAGE BOOTH AT
SPIFFS FOLK FESTIVAL IN VINOY PARK

Russian Heritage participated in its fourth SPIFFS Folk Festival on March 22-26, 2006, as one of 30
cthnic groups taking part in the program. This vear we had wonderful souvenirs and works of art
provided by “Vladimir's Collcction™ and we thank Vladimir and Galina Malkin for being involved
with our display. We also had tasty Russian food at our booth for the first time in many vears, and
we thank Tlona Sakovich and the “St. Petersburg’s Nights™ restaurant for providing blini, pirozhki,
borshch, and Russian soft drinks. Finally, we thank the many volunteers who worked in the booth,
including Gene, Bill, Vladimir, Galina, Illona, Nina, Trina, Evgeny, Lidia, Kathryn, Soosha, Cindy,
Vadim, Sergey, Bill, Peggy, Tatiana, Leonid, Violetta, Laura, Mary, Roman, Helena, Marina,
Larissa, Nadia. Boris, and Dan. The page we submitted to the program for the event emphasized the
theme of “Russian Culture in America™ and is included on page 3. The games we provided for the
visitors 1o our booth are shown on page 4, and you can find the youth perspective on Violetta's Page
(page 6).

Russian Poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko in St. Petersburg
Yevgeny Yevtushenko read his poetry and lectured on the role of the poet in Russia during his two-
day visit to St. Petersburg, Florida on March 14-15, 2006. He read some of his classic poems, “Baby
Yar” and “The City of Yes and the City of No™. He read some of his pocms in English, and some in
Russian, followed by the English translation. At the Swudio@620 he also read his most recent poem,
“Death of a Tabaquiero™ written only days prior to arrival. In his lecture at Eckerd College on
March 13, Yevtushenko explained how the poet in Russia has been “more thun a poet” in the past
ten centuries of Russian cultural history. See also page 7.

Russian Heritage Cruise: Nov. 30 — Dec. 4, 2006

NOW is the time to sign up for the Russien Heritage Cruise! Only a limited number of
cabins arc being reserved at the special price of $413,50 per person on this Carnival Trip to
Mexico. For further information, and for application forms, call 727-864-8233, or refer to
the November newsletier. So far we have about six cabins reserved. Those participating in
the cruise will help plan the special “Russian” program. All participants will receive a free
“Russian Heritage” t-shirl.
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Two Student Musical Ambassadors from St. Petersburg, Russia
Katya Gumenyuk and Dima Serebrennixov came to St. Petersburg, Flovida 1o share their gi%
for music. The newspeper ariicle from the St. Petezsburg Times oz this page 2x pleins their program.
= While here they perforned in three concents, visited with students in fow schools, pleyed for the SL
Petersburg City Council and during the inlermission in the Yevtushenko pactry reading. They also
enjoyed Dizney World, Dusch Gerdens, end svamming in the Gulf at 3 time when temperanires in
their St. Petershurg remained below freezing.

Arts programs will focus on city's Russian heritage
Cultural events will trace connectinns bebveen the ovo St Petershurgs,

By WAVENEY aNN MOORE, Timss Staff Wiiter
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SI. PETERSBURG - Florida's St Petershurg traces 116 Russtan nume Lo the ciy's sasly hisiary, bt e g é g
local orgarizatica 1ha: promotes Russian culture is a comparative naweomal. & £ =1
. ; =0
Founded in 1955, I the wake of & sucvesstl] sxhibit froturing artifects from: the Kremlin muascwns in g
Mozcow, the Tampa Bay arce group hopes to stoke interest in & szries of Russizn-themead everts taking e
zloce in coming, weeks, v

Among them is 2 postry reading by an acclaimed Ruszian poes, a proaram feamuring Russian compeeers
by the Florida Orchesirs und performunces by two young musical ambassadaors from St. Petersturg,
Russia.

Bill Persons is presicent of the lozal cultvral group. knowa simply €2 Russian Heritage. Farsons zid he
pes the wpcoring programs will build on the special commection between the orginel S1. Pecenshurg
. dits Flerida numesake. Furthermaore, he added, the two cities ars sister cities.
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This city’s Russian connection traditicnally is treced to Peter Demens, the Russion noblemen who left K
kis aomneland 1a 1881, 'g i
g
He changed Lis name from Pyotr Dementyey 1o Peter Demeas. Demens, who bicught the Orange Belo El i £
Railwity 1o 1. Petersburg, is said 1o heve named the Floride city afier the plece whers he grew up. T =
Deomens Langing in the city's downtewn is named afie: him. 5 ; £
-
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Tadsy, said Parsons, profesgor of history and Russian sadics st Ecxend Colicge, thewe e abour L0000
people of Russien kerllage in (ae Tampe Jay area.
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The Russian Herjtage orgenization got its stan et the =nd of e highly successful Treasures of the Caars
exhibit a1 the Florida International Maseum.
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Several resicents, among them some of Russian heritege, decided 10 organize the group. It now has
gbaut 200 members. About 55 pereen: of its memizers are of Russian backaroud, while the remainder
nehixles these wao aave visited Russia, studisd Russien or have a Russian spouse.
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According W the crganization’s Wen site, Waw.russiankenlzge.org the zoel o Russion Heritags "is to
praserve and promote Rassian heritage, hiztory and culnue, and to educete the generel public trough
such actvities a8, but pol licrited 1o, social evenls, [iims feslivals, artstic venues, end educatonal
programs.”

"
“

Crver the years, Russian Hestage has poesonted programs abaul Demsens, clessic Rus<ian lilms, concers
and aeivities such as the Ol Russian New Yeur celehrution =t the St. Petersqurg, Yackt Cleh, The
arganizzlion ulsa has brought Russien studenis ta Florida and helpad sponsar Ancerican studeats on 1:igs
w St Petersburg, Russia

hisvesr's musieal ambnsmdos’ fom Kusis ace Ekeering Gumenvuk, 16, snd Dmity
 Sercbreaninkov, 13. The sndents, wha atierd the specia’ music school g the St Perersbarg
Corservalory, ars winpers of severa’ intemational competingns

"This iz 1he zecond time we've Lad the musical ambessadors. In additien 10 that, tuee Umes we huve hed
winaers af Eaglish-language competitions,” said Paraons, whe has led college grouss o Russia 2ad
spent an geademic yoer gl Lemagead Stane Uiiversiy.
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Violetta’s Page CTPAHHYKA Broaerrs

O mexaynapoanom dgecrusane s Bunoii Ilapire
Ahout SPIFFS Folk Festival at Vinoy Park
«KyanTypa pasHbIX HApo10B B AvepnKe»

“Russian Culture in US"

The 31" Annual SPIFFS Folk Festival was held last March 22°° through the 26™. This
was another successful year for the Russian Heritage Booth, this time at Vinoy Park.
Vinoy Park allowed evervone to enjoy the beautiful water and sunshine, although it was a
bit chilly and windy. All the countries also benefited from more room to display their
goods. This year, the Russian booth especially stood out with our new addition of the
Russian food stand provided by the Russian restaurant, St. Petersburg Nights. Visitors
had the epportunity to trv some delicious, traditional Russians treats such as pirozhki,
blini. and borshch. The other main artraction was the colorful presentation from the
Russian store, Vladimir's collection. which displayed unigue Russian goods such
matrioshkas, jewelry end folk costumes. Galina’s and Vadim’s welcoming looks and
warm smiles made our booth sparkle. But let’s not furget the interactive educational part
of our booth that attracted lots of curious voungsters, Bill Parsons created three engaging
and challenging games in which children and adults had to learn how to write Russian
words and recognize Russian words and cities. Thanks to the enthusiastic and persistent
efforts of the Russian Heritage members and all the people involved in our hoath, the
Russian booth touched many lives and enriched our community’s understanding of the
unique Russian culture and traditions, Our most heartfelt thanks to everyone involved in
making this a memorable Russian Heritage event!

B 31om roay CIHIHO®C (Canxr-Tlerepdypresnii Mexnynapoansiii ®ecrunamn
Dok 10pa) npoBomacs ¢ 22-ro 110 26 Mapra b napxke Bunoii moa OTKPBLIThIY
uefow. Ham naBuaLon TpaaHInioHH0 HMeT 06PazoBa 1 ¢, IbHBIH YKI0H 1 Gk
npeieraeied Pycexm Haeaennem, marasnsom-canonom «Baagasap Ko uiekma»
H pycekum pecropanod «Cankt-TlerepSyprerne Houny. Tema 7Toro roga 6w -
«Kynerypa pasanix napoaoe & Asepuren. OTPOMHOC ClacHBo BCEM KTO
YHACTBOBAJ B HOAFOTOBRE H OpoBCACHHN 3TOM He3adbisaemoii negen o1 Pycekoro
Hacaeaus w ocofienno Tasmnze n Bagnmy Ma srareiy, DI0Me, TAHNERANEHOM
rpyune [Momepannesa, buaay Mapceoney, n BeeM WIenav COBCTS AMPEKTOPOD H
Ao0poBoaLNaM Hawmeil opranmianiy, Haw DaBHALON, KaK Reeria, NPHBJER
BHHMAIHE OFPOMHOI0 KOJTHYECTRA ACTeii H B3POCTILIN NOCCIH] €18l BLICTARKH.
Cnacabo!!!!!

Russian Poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko in St. Petersburg

On March 14™ | Russian Heritage invited the histeric and Jegendary Russian poet
Yevgeny Yevtushenko to St. Petershurg Florida. When I found out about this, 1 could not
cven believe that I might have the phenomenal opportunity o mect such an extraordinary
individual. I immediately researched his life and read a1l of his works that I could find.



Finally, on March 20°, Victor Albert (another Russian Heritage vouth ambassador) and 1
had the honor o dine with this famous post, We learned that Yictor and [ would read one
of his poems in English, while he read it in Russian, From the first moment when I shook
his hend, I could not take my eyes ofl him. His artistic, magnanimous presence created an
unparalleled energy in the room. 1 held my breath and carefully listened to his engaging
conversation. Later that evening we went 1o the Studio@620 in downtown St. Petersbury
to see Yeviushenko's live performance, the reading of his poems. The turn out of people
was very successful, about 160 people. Yeviushenko performed his most famous works
with indescribable enthusiasm and grace! The audience was truly touched by his heart
felt performence! I am very grateful for this opportunity. I told my relatives end friends
about meeting with Yevtushenko, and they would not believe me, because he is such a
well known poet that they studied in literature classes in high school.

Eme oquo neaaiinipaemoe coduirue, oprannzorannoe Pycexnm Tlacieanem, npomao
B MAPTE — IUTCPATY PHLIE BETEPA € N0 TOM-IETeH10H CODETCKHX BPCMEH H
cospeMennocTn Errennem EpTymenxo. Mue nocIacTINBHIOCE JIHYHO
HOSHAKOMHTBCH M 11000maTLeS ¢ EBrensiey (00 npocua nassiBaTe ero nNpocTo
ZKenst) H NOAYIHT L BeTHKOMENNLIN YPOK BLIPAIHTEIRHOTO TTelust 103in. A ens
MOREPH MHE HPOYHTATE 0JHO H3 €r0 CAMBIX CH,IbHBIX HPOHIBEIEHHii «IBa
ropoaar (B ropose A 1 ropoze HET)». Hajucwcer 410 Bepeuyen ¢ Keneii onsTe.

RUSSIAN HERITAGE

Membership Dues for 2006

All who are interssted i Russian culiure are welcorne to join Russian Heritage by simply paying the
yearly dues. Members recelve newsletters and discounts on czrain evenls such as the Old Bussian
New Year Celebratian,

On your newsketter label, the las: year lor which you have paid is written.

Pleass mail your
WITH THIS FORM COMPLETELY FILLED OUT 1o:

Russian Heritage
70O Box 14552

St Pelersburg, FL 337383
" Flease check one!

Q Studsnt $0 Q Indwidual $ 15 Q Family 320 0 Sponsor $100 or more

Nams__

Arkiress
City / Siate / Zip

Telephone__

Evrail




