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Renaissance Project Concert at Palladium
May 3, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.

Dancers Andrei Ustinov and Elena Martinson will be featured at a

performance at the Palladium Theater. They will demee a new interpretation
dance: “Infinity”. Other classical sclections will include piano pieces by
Tchaikovsky and Khachaturian performed by Christma Hartley, and
performances by violinist Halina Bobrow and soprano Julia Colmas. Tickets
may be purchased at the door. General admission: $13; seators: $12; and
children: $8. Palladium Theater. 253 5" Avenue North, St. Petersburg,
727-822-3590.

Annual Business Meeting and Elections

Sunday, May 18 at Ming Garden
2001 - 66" Street North, St, Petersburg

Chinese Buffet Dinner at 5.30 #

Business Mecting at 6:30
*RSVP Reports
727) 867-9148 Elections
20 Plans for the Future

Musical Program at 7:30
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Student Ambassadors Selected in
St. Petersburg Russia
for Trip to Florida

A major competition among Russian secondary school students who
are studying English was held in St Petersburg, Russia on Sunday, April 13.
The students were judged on knowledge of English and ability 1o speak
English in a vanety of settings. The two winmers of this competition were
awarded the prize of & trip to St. Petersburg, Florida. As mentioned in an
carlier newsictter, this contest was largely sponsored by Russian Heritage,
The two winners will visiting our St. Petersburg at the end of August and the
beginning of September. If vou would like to hear more about this project,
or if you have ideas ahout how these ambassadors can interact with our logal
students and schouls, come to our annual meeting on May 18 for further
discussion

Carl Kuttler Meets with Putin, Chirac, and

Schroeder in St. Petersburg

While the competition for the mip to Florida was taking place, at the
University of St. Petersburg a symposium on internarional law was being
held, attended by Russian President Putin, German Chascelllor Schroeder,
Freach President Chirac, and Russian Heritage member Carl Kuttler, The
symposium was atended by ahout 23 legal expents and academics from
Curope, with Carl Kuttler, President of St. Petershurg College, and Sandy
D’Alemberte, former President of ¥SU and former president of the
Aunerican Bar Association, representing the United States.

Official City Delegation to Russia

On May 2, a 43-person official City Delegation is leaving St.
Petersburg, Florida for a nine-day wip to St Petersburg and Moscow. Mavor
Rick Baker and President Carl Kuttler are leading this group, which will
nclude members of City Couneil and other dignitarics. They arc part of the
official “300/100 Cclebration”, and will be meetmg with their counterparts
m St. Petersburg, Russia

Two uther delegations will be going to Russia in July, one from St
Petersburg College, and one from Eckerd College, as part of the celebration,
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APRIL IS NATIONAL POETRY MONTH . ..

RUSSIAN HERITAGE joined together with the St Petersburg Friends of the
Library 1o sponsor a poetry contest on the theme of fmendship and connections
between the peoples of the two St. Petersburgs. Local poet Peter Meinke judged
themomdaané()emriesandannounooddxeﬂueetoppocm& These poems were
read at the St. Petersburg Public Library on April 15, and are reprinted in this
poetry insert,

The two poems written by Peter Meinke for the 300/100 celebration are also
included here, both in Engtish, and translated into Russian by the St. Petersburg
poet [lia Foniakov. The section listed below is his infroduction to the two pocms
which appeared in the Russian newspaper Sankt-Peterburgskie Vedomosti. This
article afso included an analysis of our January 2003 newsletter (Gyxner).
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B aaokaenc<om Canrt-Netepbypra. pacnonoxeMHon & Wrate Mao.
DADG, TOXE FOTOBATCH K ©0BMASAHON paTe.

aCankr-Nerapbypr=, sMockes», xPOCCawe, «x0powos, =yaps Hexo-
naihe, o7 opBavens, sAMBpNKae, «DADPHARS, *NPEIHAEHT By, <npesu-
AT TlyTUH. »M350 Balikepe, rYSERHATOR fKONRE. AMOC NOMEMY-TO
SOMe M REXMKC - MMEKMC © TAKMX NOHATHA ACAKEH HA%RETHoHN
PEDBLH PYCCKAR CHOBADE BMEPMKENLE, ND MHEHIG ARTGROE GyxneTa,
NPMCRGHNLTD 12 CaepMABHHEX LLTATOR, Me Mawxee CONepXaATeNnsH W
TDOTATENEN GHIANACKMA MUMIYM A POGCHAHKHE, OCODEHRO X0p0-
wa dpasa: «Kiss ma, | speak Russiane — sMouenyi MeMR, 1 rogopK
nNo-pycenles

OpHExo Y€1, NONCREHHLIR ABTOPOM W BA0NSIBHTENEN MHOTONET-
HEF HOMDAMME »PYCexoe Nacnaaues BManon MEpcoHooM, CoaspmIT
¥ APYTYC NOMEINN0 WHEODMEWMIC: 0 CEPLEIHEIX KYPCax DVCIKOTG
A3bKA, 0 KOHUBDTAX DYSCKOW MYIHKK, O DYCLKMY NDIIAHHKEX Swvecre
G 300-N8THEM HEWEIS ropOaSs XHTENN Canxr-MNeTepbypra so Pnopuae
CTMBLENT W CBOF COMNER: CTONGTHE DBRETEHIA ODOACKOTC CTETYCA.
Mo aromy cryv4aie 0aue #o1 BEAYLIY NOFTON Gnopras Murep Maidinke
HBANZAN Loa CTHXOTBODEWM, OUNC M3 HI! OH NCCEBRTMN POSHOMY
FORORY. YeWM CMMBCION SBNSYEH TTHLE NeWKaX, OPNrOe —— MaleMy
cfiemy npazaxey. M Npocun NEPRREcTH #x Ka OVCCKMIE R3ME, 4TO &
C YADBONLCTEABM M GARNAr. P-1




Maples and Orange Trees

Our warm beaches aod our ormange lrees aren’t the same
as Russian lakes or ancient maples shaking in the winds
that chill your city, In truth, we’ve only had our names
in common, and now these birthdays. too neatly pinned
and labeled, like sororal twins borm centuries apart.

And yet, it seems right to celebrate together—

Pushkin. who loved parties, would approve: 1.et's start

a grand tradition, with vodka and mimosas, whether

it's logical or not. Cities are built by dreams

amd the broken hands of men and women, by blood and tragic
history, serfs and Seminoles, stoic hope that redeems

despair, transforming swamp and rubble into pulsing magic:

For what are our two cities now, if not sweet sites unfurled
like sanguine banners signing for a better world?

100 Years of Multitude

From the heginning life has bubbled here:
Turkeys, panthers, wildcats, geese and cranes
crowded the ailigators and the herds of deer
till civilization came, with guns and trans.
And aow we crowd ourselves, for good and ill.

St. Petershuarg has atways had so much,

stretched below oak and palm and the perpetual

sun, our friend and torturer. Everything we touch

bears fruit between the teeming tides of Tampa Bay

and the Gulf of Mexico: O brave new world, every day.

Here is a dream come true for most of us, Notalt.
We're a work in progress . . . And--we progress.

Eonough 1o say today to our home town, “Old girl,
old pelican: Happy Birthday. (God bless.”

p-2 © Peter Meinke 2003
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CONVERSATION ON DEMENS LANDING *
by Ed Durbin

Boris sat on Demens Landing
Years coming to his understanding
While the wavelets swished away
The sounds of skiing infantry.

Dmitri, his old friend, had asked him
With the seagulls whirling past him
"How vften do you dream these dreams
Of Nazis dancing through sunbeams?
Since when does the Neva River flow
Into the Gulf of Mexico?

Forget these things, comrade, and toast;
We ‘ve come to settle Florida's coast.”

“Dmitri, here where oranges rot

We speak Russian, our sons do not.
Tschaikovsky sounds so forlom here—
Can his Russian soul be bome here?”

“Boris, you'll hear and see the same,
Free to name things by your name;
Now Petrograd must come this far
Still beneath the self-same star.

This city has the sun as Czar:

Free Russia is where Russians are!

“Old Russia had a hold on time
But spring alone was coloved lime.
Bird, cathedral or wind chime--
Either city sounds sublime,

Either city’s gold and white

All sun-filled architecture’s bright
Starry creatures both at night:

St. Pete's St. Petersburg somehow
And I miss Russia less here now.

*First Prize
P-4






MY TWO ST. PETERSBURGS*
by Philippe Novikoy

[ am waiting, anticipating.

[ am longing to go to the other St. Petersburg,
visiting a new place

which I never have scen before,

and fooking at new faces

all over the city,

seing on the run

onion domes and bridges,

the Hermitage and all the museums.

Anather Saint Petersburg -

Not Florida, but Russia.

Saint Petersburg and Saint Petersburg,

What do they have in common?

[ hear the people there are solemn.

Saint Petersburg, Russia has subways everywhere.
Catch a ride - and youll be there.

St. Petersburg, Florida? No subways at all,

Just the restaurants in the Mall.

Moosika and music,

1listen to it a lot.

Not rap, but Peter Tchaikovsky.
His “Sleeping Beauty™ is so hot!

The three Peters

are 50 umpertant 1 me,

Peter Tchaikovsky made music for the heart.
Peter the Great created a city of art.

Peter Demens built a city, which stands apart.

And the two St, Petersburgs?
They are both so fine.
And what ig truly special -
They are both mine.
*Third Prize
-6
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, April 20, 2003. Easter for Western Christians

Saturday, April 27, 2003. Russian Easter

Suturday, May 3, 2003. 7:00 p.m. Renaissance Project at the
Palladium. Dancers Andrei Ustinov and Elena Martinson will
perform “Infinity”. other classical selections by pianist Christina
Hartley, violinist Halina Bobrow, and soprano Julia Colmas, Tickets
$15; seniors, $12; children, $8,

May 10 & 11, 2003. “Elizabeth of Russia.” Musical sct in St.
Petersburg, Russia, based on one dramatic year m the life of Empress
Elizabeth, the daughter of Peter the Great. Palladium Theater. Cal
T727-822-35%0 for more information. ’

Sunday, May 18, 2003. Dinner, Russian Heritage Business Meeting,
and Elections. (sce page 2)

May 24 & 25, 2003, “A Song of Two Cities.” A multi-media, mutli-

ensembie festival cantata, composed by local composer A, Paul
Jobmson, Performance includes choirs, orchestra, organ, soloists,

poetry, side show, and dancers. Palladium Theater, Call 822-3590.

June 1, 2003, “Happy Ansiversary, St. Petersburg!” Program focusing
on Russian music, folkiore, and dances, Largo Cultural Center, 105
Central Park Drive. 2 p.m. $9.50. Call 727-587-6793.

June 7,2003 “St. Petersburg’s Birthday Party at the Pler! TFree birthday
cake and music at the Pier, 1to 4 p.m.

June 8, 2003. “St. Petersburg Russian String Quartet, Marly Room of
the Museum of Fine Arts, 255 Beach Dr. N.E. ;



