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Russian Heritage Picnic: Sunday April 18
5:00 to 9:00 at Bill Grant’s House

March was a busy month for Russian Heritage with the visit of the Russian student-
ambassador musicians and our participation in SPIFFS Folk Festival (see articles on page 2 & 3).
In April our major event will be a Russian picnic at Bill Grant’s house on Sunday, Aprl 18, from

5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Plates, napkins, and cutlery will be supplied, but it wii! be up to the members and friends
of Russian Heritage to bring something to share with others to go on those plates,

Bottled water will also be available, but if you want something stronger, feel free ta bring vour
own bottle with a tag to identify it for you (and others).

A badmmton court will be available, and bring your hathing suits if you want to swim,
Children of all ages are welcome. For those nostalgic about the Russian banya, Bill's sauna will
be fired up w be ready by 8:00 p.m. Be ready for Russian singing, and other adventures.

The Grant home is in Brandendon {7230 Westmoreland Drive), about 20 minutes south
of the Sunshine Skywsy bridge, depending on traffic. After the bridge, turn right on US 19,
About a mile efter crossing the Manartee River, go in the left lane and enter the ramp for US 301
south, After about 4 miles, turn right on Whitficld. Go straight on Whirtfield until it runs into
Peurl. Go straight ahead on Pearl, crossing US 41, until you reach the water. Tum right on
Westmoreland, The Grant house is the third on the left.

Please RSVP if you ars planning to come by calling (941) 3511596,
or (727) 867-9148. Leave a message of who is coming, and what you are likely to bring, We

hope to see you on April 18.

“Russian Odyssey”

The outstanding exhibit of Russian
art and culture at the Florida
International Museum is scheduled
to end April 4. There are just a few
days left for you and your frieads to
see this collection of treasures from
the Russian Museum, unless the
exhibit is extended.

At the January meeting of the R/
Beard of Directors, there was
discussion about the exhubit, and it was
felt that there were still many whe
were not aware ol this fine sxhibit.
President Bill Parsons agreed o write
a letrer to the Times, which appeared
on March 21.

R I museusm face-of, sceiptor taps sports,
WMarch o,

We are lucly to have the Caihuly glzss exhibit in
St, Petersburg at the Mussum of Fine Arts, We are ai-
s0 fortunete to have an amazing eshibit of Ruwssian art
atthe Torida International Musewn. [ think we
shouid celebrate and promote ail aur outstanding op-
porunities racher than m see them as compesng:

~ againsteach other.

[n a recent meeting of Russian Heritage (alocai on
ganization that promotes Russian culture in the Tum-
pa Bay area), we bemoaned the fact that 5o many peo-
ple in the ares were unaware of the "Rlseian Odye-
sev” exhibic as the Florida International Museum. The
artifacts from St, Pecersburg, Russia. represent the
best Russizn artists, and <heyaresramplesoithe
maost characieristic art trends in the past 830 vears of
Russian culoure, )

“Russian Odyseey” s open through Apeil £ Tae
large collection of religious art. inciuding Russian

‘icons, 's especially meaningful in this period of Leat.

Church groups, schonls and other orgavizations can
getdiscounted tickzets by calling (727} 822-3658 and

a8Xing fur group sales. Thiz is 2 great apportuity to

vbserve many aspects of Russian life and celture, A

visit to the Cuban Missile Crisis Exhibitinthe same

musenm would be zn added boaus,

il Parsons, prafessor, Eckerd Callegs, and prasident,
Russian Hentage, St. Petsrsburg



Outstanding Musicians from St. Petersburg, Russia

Kristina Miller and Ekaterina Frolova from the Special Music School
connected with the St. Petersburg Conservatory were hosted by Rusian Heritage during
the first two weeks in March, They won the hearts of all who heard them perform (see
Vieletta’s review on page 3). They had two major concerts in Largo on March 7 and at
Eckerd College on March 13. They also appeared at St. Petersburg College and Eckerd
College for music students, and they visited the Program for Performing Arts at Gibbs
High School in St. Petersburg and the Music Magnet Program at Blake School in Tampa,
where they performed and interacted with high school music students, Their final
encounter with young musicians i the area was a performance and question and answer
session with the members of the Pinellas Youth Orchestra, They were accompanied by
the Associate Director of the School and piano instructor, Natulia Ushakova.

In addition to their many performances and interactions with students, Kristina
and Ekaterina had a chance to visit Disney World, Bush Gardens, the Dali Museum, the
Gulf Beaches, and they visited the St Petersburg City Council and had a meeting with
Mayor Baker.

The most frequent question the girls received was: “How man ¥ hours a day do
you practice?” Ekaterina usually responded: “Whatever il takes?” When pressed, both
indicated that they would often practice 6 or 7 hours a duy, if their school schedule
permitted. The results of this hard work and discipline were clearly evident in their
virtuoso performances, including violin works by Bizet-Waxman, Ysaye, Bazzini, and
others, and piano pieces by composers such as Chopin, Liszt, and Rachmaninov.

Russian Heritage thanks Ekaterina, Kristina, and Natalia for this wondcrful
experience, and we give special thanks to Zina and John Downen who acted as the
gracious hosts, and to Viadimir Khokhlov who helped to arrange many of the activitics,
and to all who contributed to the Russian Heritage Scholarship Fund, especially John and
Rosemary Galbraith.

Russian Heritage at SPIFFS

Russian culture was well represented at SPIFFS (St. Petersburg International Folk
Fair Socicty) 29" Annual Folk Fair at the Pinellas Expo Center in Pincllas Park, March
17-21. The theme was legends and folk Jorc, and we presented Pushkin’s “Introduction
to Rustan and Ludmila” with the mighty oak and the wise old cat telling his stories.
Visitors could put their heads into images of the mermaid (rusalka) and Baba Yaga (the
wicked witch) prepared by our SPTFFS representative Zina Downen. We also featured
fables by Krylov, in particular “The Quartet” and “The Swan, the Crab, and the Pike.”
Of particular interest was our Russian game (sec p-4). You can try it yourself, but you
will not have the benefit of the pictures.

Our special thanks to the many volunteers who helped set up and work in our
booth: Luda Apanasenko, Luba Aubut, Tania and Leonid Beck, John and Zina Downen,
Bill Grant, Vasily Golouber, Zhenia Levina, Marco Munos, Peggy Newton, Biil Parsons,
Victor and Vika Peppard, Richard Rappaport, Mike and Livy Rhodes, Cindy Scaglione,
Nadia and Violetta Yevstigneyeva, Eckerd College students Sofia Bilokryla, Yova
Borovska, Christina Nescio, Emma Pinault, and Dy Tran, and Viadimir, Galina, and
Vadim Malkin of “Viadimir's Collection.” Also, thanks to the Pomerantzeff dancers!

[



Violetta Yevstigneyeva, a student at Palm Harbor High School, is volunteeriug to work with
Russian Heritage for a school project. She spent time with our visiting musicians and at our
SPIFFS booth, and is now writing ahout her impressions.

Violetia's Page - CTPAHUUKA Bronerrst

About the Visit of Russiun Teen Musicians to Florida
O BHINTE PYCCRAX THHLGKCPOB-MY3LIKARTOR Bo DIopHay

On March 7 I really enjoyed the concert of two Russian musician-teenagers in
Largo. The very talented girls from my own town city performed several master pieces of
very famous European and Russian composers such as Chopin, Bizet-Waxman, and
Rakhmaninov. It was a concert of one breath in a completely silent atmosphere and with
a very unique feeling of unity of the listeners. After the last piece the audience stood up
and started applauding wuntil the musicians performed a very special piece by Gershwin,
which was especially prepared for their trip to Florida. What a wonderful performance!

S nomyeuaa yaosonecTRie 0T rocetentx konyepra 7 MapTa 8 Jlapro.
YIMBATENLHO TIIAHTIMBEIC ICBYHIKHM 13 MOCTO POHONO FOPO/A Canxr-ITerepOypra
HCIONRHIH MPOH3BELEHHR N3BCCTHEIX eBPONEHCKNX M DYCCKHX MY3EIKanToB — lonena,
buse-Baiman, PaxManuiiona, Do Gein KOHIEPT Ha O/IHOM UbIXAHEH, B TONHOMN
THIIHHE, H IIPY KaKOM-TO 3aXBATLIBLIOIIEM JVX TYBCTES eAHAEHNS acero saia. [Tocae
HCITOJIHRIHA TICCHEIHETO MPOHSBEAEHHA MOCTH IPOMKO aNTLIONAPOBAIH CTOR IO TEX 110D
HOKA MY3BIKZHTB! HE HCTOTHATH Ha OHC CHEUnaThHO TOATOTOBNCHEOE I 1ol ToesKe
upowspefenne l'eplusnua — 570 GEUIO HPOCTO HOTPARCAIONIIC!

I'was really impressed with girls' skills and talents. Right after the concert { had a
chance o meet future stars — 18-years old pianist Kristina and 19-years old violinist
Katya. They are very modest, nice, and surprisingly kind and funny girls, but the most
important they are very hardworking and goal vriented. They both are graduating this
year from the special music school connected the famous St. Petersburg Conservatory.
After their graduation both Kristina and Katya are planning to continue their study at the
Conservatory. They will have to complete 5 years plus two more years in graduate school

51 Gbina noTpAcena MACTEPCTRY H BEPTYOSHOCTH Henonienws. TTocne xosnepra s
NO3AAKOMIJIACH ¢ OyayImnamMy aned;iamn — 18-ncrnel Kprerrmoti-nrarmckoi 1 19-
nernedi Karei-ckpunauxoif. [poctsie, Muikme, yAABATENLIO D0BpOKETATENbHbE
ACBYIIKH, 2 [IABKOC IICICYCTPEMARIIHEIS 1 1Py a0 K0ussc. Onn obe 3aKandHpaloT B
FTOM FOXY MY3HKATEHY K wikoTy npR Cankt- Ilerepbyprexoil KoncepsaTopnn
MOCTYNAOT N0 KOHKYPCY 8 KOHCEPRATOPHIO e MM UPEACTONT YHUTHCA CIIE 5 JICT IS
ZIBA rOAa B OPAHHATYPS NIPH MKe1auuu.

1 also had an oppertunity to meet girls in a very informal situation and learn
about how happy and grateful they were for our Russian Heritage organization giving
them a wonderful chance to visit USA. Since the girls did not speak very much English,
they asked me personally to thank you for organizing this trip with their concerts and the
chance to enjoy the beauty of owr nature and people.

S TaKiKe BeTpeTach i GTHCS MOIHAKOMHIIACK C JIERYITKAMH B HedopMaIbiol
06cTusoBKe — OHH OKAIALHCE HACTOIBKO CHACTIMBBIME U GIaroapHemu Pycekomy
Hacaeduro 3a 3101 npefOCTABNCHHEL Hu LIAHC NPAEXATh B AMCPHKY H VBHOETE KPAacirry
Hautel NPHPOAR H HaPO/a,



About the SPIFFS Folk Fair in Pinellas Park
O CITHO®C memaynapoaaom decrnsaie p [uneiiac [apxe

The interest in our Russian booth was incredible — it was much more then I had
expected. All kids were very intrigued by our game-quiz with Russian and American
fairy tales, where they had to figure out the English titles for the Russian. Almost 1,000
participants triexd the game! A lot of adults were involved as well, Our prize, a sheet with
the Russian Alphabet (and a picce of candy), was received with a high interest and
questions about pronunciation and differences between two alphabets. I like the idea of
this game. It was a surprise for me that the most difficult translation was Cinderella and

Hobbit. But most important was the fact that our exhibit was colorful, beautiful, and
above all interesting.

HuTepec koTOPES NPOABUAR aMEDUKAHIEL K PYCCKOMY MARHIBOHY NPCBIOIMET
MOM 0KHAAIHA. BeeM mKoNbHUKEM GhLI0 MHTEPCCHO HOY4ACTBOBATE B KOHKYpee-
yranaixe Ha 3HaHKe cKa30X — oyt 1000 NOYYACTBODAIM B HIPC-TICPEHOAE HAIRAHKA
M3BECTHEIX CKa30K. MuTepecHo uto 1 s3pocanie Guuty BOBICEENL! K SUHHTPHIOBAHEL
Tlps nomydennu nprsa - pycekoro andasura (i KOHDETHI} MHOTHC CHPAHBANA O
paknTEHOM npousHomenun Gyke. Mue noupasunace ies ¥1oi urpst. Kak nu
YAHBHTCIBHO HARGOIEE CIOAHEIMH OKE3ANNCE ckaskn Jatyuxa u Xo66um. Ha, camoe
BAAHOE 10, IO NI NABUILOI BhUI ONCHE APKHM, KPACHBEIM, A [ABHOC HETCPOCHEIN,

Violetta Buonerra

'Write what you think the English is for 2ach of the following terms. If you
et at [east ¥ correct, you will receive g prize!

1

1. MHKKA MAVC

1.

2. XOBGUT 2. e diod

3. TPH NMOPOCEHKA 3

4. KPACHAA THATIOTKA 4.

3, OCTOPOXHO MENBEIM d. The stamp with the
Russian Herilage

6, TPM MEJBEA a; image is the stamp
that more that 1400

7. KOPOITh JTEB - CHMBA iz people received in
their visas at the

8. ABPAAM MTHHKOJILE 8. SPIF¥S Folk Fair.
It also appeared on

9 TAPPHIIOTTE? 9. our game,

10, 300YIIIKA 10




Final Russian Heritage Event of the Spring:
Annual Meeting — Light Supper — Dance Concert

At the Palladium Theater
Saturday, May 8, 2004

The annual meeting will include annual reports and clections of officers. The
program for the concert will feature ballet performances by Andre Ustinov and Elena
Martinson and classical musical selections by members of the Renaissance Project.
Details will follow in the May newsietter. The concert costs $15 for adults, $12 for
seniors, $10 for youth. Russian Heritage members can purchase tickets for $10 if they
are paid for in advance, or $12 at the door. The price for the supper is $10. You can send
checks for supper and the concert to the RFf PO Box, or pay at the door. Note that the
date of the annual meeting in May has changed from what was announced earlier,

Reception: 4:45 pm
Light Supper: 5:00 pm
Business Meeting:  6:00 pm
Concert: 7:00 pm

Best Russian Anecdotes and Proverbs Contest

We want to hear from you with vour best Russian anecdotes (Soviet era or
contemporary). Submit three, if possible in Russian and English, but they can be in either
language. First prize is 6 months of hard labor or $50. Your choice.

We also will award $50 for the three best Russian proverbs, with a few sentences
of explanation of why they are important to Russians, and to you personally,

The deadline announced in the last newsletter has been extended to April 18.

Send in your entries, or bring them to the Russian Heritage picnic on April 18. Prizes
will be awarded at the May annual mecting.

* 2 * L] L *

Because of space limitations, the winning essays in the Student Ambassador
Program written by our next two Ambassadors from St. Petersburg, Russia will be
printed in the May newsletter.



