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LET THE CELEBRATION BEGIN!

St. Petersburg, Florida Turns 100! St. Petersburg, Russia Tums 300!

First Night Celebration in St. Petersburg Starts Festivities

December 31 i3 always a big celebration in St. Petersburg, Florida! FIRST
NIGHT 15 a New Year's Eve celebration which this year inciudes the crcation of a Quilt
Project “Bridging the Two St. Petersburgs” which will be presented to St. Pefersburg,
Russia, the painting of & mural on the Florida temational Museum (Third Streee Side)
hy muralists Robert and Cathy Schott commemorating the birthdays of the two St
Petersburgs, and numerous references to the twin birthday celebrations. Teavy rains
hampered the First Night activities, but the projects will go on.

Student Ambassadors Kate & Dasha Arrive from Moscow

The first contingent of Student Ambassadors will spend much of January in the
Tampa Bay area, visiting schools here, and serving as ambassadors of the Russian
language and culture. Kate und Dasha are smdents of the Obninsk School near Moscow,
and they will visit about a dozen schools and collcges in Jamuary, You may meet them at
the O1d Russian New Year's Party or at the Russian Language and Alphabet session at

Eckerd College on Jamuary 7. For more informution on their schedules, contact Bill
Grant (941) 351-1596.

January, 2003: a Month Filled With Activities

On the pages of thus newsletter you will read about many of the activities o
celebrate the two St. Petersburgs, several of them sponsored by Russian Herdage. Our
higgmst event is The Otd Russian New Year's Celebration on Junuary 12, 2003 at the
St. Petersburg Yacht Club, Advanced roservations are required for this event, and we
have reached our livait, The menu and program are shown on puge 3. Russian Hevitage
is also the major sponsor of the Namesake Cities Exhibit ot the St. Petersburg Museum
of Hislory. For those who would like to Jeurn more about the Russian Language,
Alphabet, and Culture, there are opportunities listed on pages 4-3. Special programs
are also scheduled for fckerd College on January 10", and at the S, Petersburg Library
on January 16%, For a complete listing of ail activities for the 200/100 Celebrations,
please check the Web site www.stpete.org/1 00events. htm.



AN OLD RUSSIAN
HEW VBAR CALERRATION

January 12, 2003
St. Petersburg Yacht Club
11 Central Avene

Reception: 5:00 pm.
Welcome & New Year’s Toast: 6:15 pamn.
Dinner. 6:30 p.m.
Eatrees: Chicken Kiev or Salmon Kulebyaka
Dance “Surprise™; §:00 p.m.
Super Raffle: 9:00 pam.

Dance to the music of the Dazzlers
Black tic optional
Valet parking available for smal charge

Unfortunately the space is limited end reservations are closed.



ECKERD COLLEGE PRESENTS
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Tuesday, January 7
Dendy Auditorium
7:00 p.m.

“THE RUSSIAN ALPHABET
AND CONVERSATIONAL PHRASES”
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LEARN TO SAY THESE WORDS IN RUSSIAN:

I don’t speak Russian! What’s up? Good-bye.

Be careful! Thank you. Yes. No.
That’s (very) good. That’s interesting.  That’s awesome!
How do yousay in Russian? [ don’t know.

What's your name? My name is Natasha (Ivan).

Where is Natasha? I don’t understand. Hurry up!
Kiss me, I speak Russian! Don’tl s that all? Thats all.
Everything’s fine.  Things are *so-so’.

AND MUCH MORE! Sscparate groupings for intermediate

and advanced learners.

4
Free and Open to the Public
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New Class af the Florida Infemational Museum

Section 5505  6:00 pm. - 8:00 p.m.  Wednesdays, 115 - V26
Insfructor: Helens Kezekova

Taught at the Florida International Museum
100 2™ Streat Norlh

For mare iformanion, sxl ("Z'j 43241

oW, i)
. share her knmvledge and
pas_saon about Russian culture
and language. Films and .
handouts will give a chance to
understand more about Ruesia's
life, art, religion, and {raditions. A
textbook, Russian in 10 Minutes
a Day, will help you to "master”
Russian language in 10 easy and
enjoyable classes.

Nabe: The foe for #vs nen-credt pourze 8 $75.00. I wou arm a0 SPC

for craditclazess, yau hawe never atieneed SPC, you wl need
complete a non-credit regiztration form al e fims of registration. These

forms are avaibble 8l ary campus.




UPCOMING EVENTS

“St. Petersburg ~ Canxr Herepbypr: Namesake Cities.” This exhibit at the

St Petersburg Museum of History {335 2* Avenue NE) shows the similaritics and
differences berween the two St. Petersburgs and their founders, and shows the
relationships between the two cities in the past quarter century Jeading up to the present
joint celebration of the anniversaries of the two cities in 2003, Russian Heritage is a
majar sponsar of this exhibit, The exhibit opens in January at the museum_ and will be
shown in several other places in the city during the year.

“Photographs of St. Petersburg, Russia.” The photographs in this exhibit are part of
the collection of photographs from Mayor Anatoly Sobchak of St. Petersburg, Russia.
The exhibit was first presented in the spring of 2001 at St. Petersburg College. If you
missed it m 2001, you will want 1o see it now. [t is well worth a second visit in this
special anniversary year. The exhibit opens in January in the Music Center Gallery of the
St. Petersburg College Gibbs Campus (6605 5" Avenue North),

Eckerd Senior College is sponsoring a number of programs on Russia this spring. The
first is 8 Winter Festival program “Russian Day” on Friday, Jaguary 10 from 1:00 pan.
to 4:00 p.m. Activities include ballet performances by Andrei Ustinov and Elena
Martinson, a presentation of Peggy Newton's Samoyed Dogs, an appearance by
“Catherine the Great” (this will amaze vou), and other surprises. The entrance fee of
$5.00 {in advance), or $8.00 at the door, includes refreshments. Call 864-7600.

On February 14 the Senior College is presenting an entire day of educational
programming on “The Romance of Russia,” with speciul sessions on Russian music,
history, literature, art, including breakfast and lunch for a fee of $85 (Russtan Herituge
members wiil get a 515 discount on this program). For more information, call 864-7600.

The final major program for the Eckerd Senior College will be a St. Petersburg
to Moscow River Cruise from July 17 10 August |. Prices range from $3,747 which
includes air fare from Tampa. Cail Tom at 727-864-8085 for more details.

For more information on Rassfan Heritage events, check our web site:
www.russizn-yvellowpages.com/Florida/RussianH

For more information on Events planned by the city of St. Petersburg for 300/100:
www.stpete.org/100events.htm



UPCOMING EVENTS

January 7, 2005,  Russian Christmus.

January 7,2003.  Russian Langaage Program at Eckerd. 7 p.m. (page 4).
Janoary 10, | Rusvian Winter Festival at Eckerd Senior College. 1 p.m. (page 6).
Janeary 12. Russian Heritage Old Russiae New Year Celebration. (page 3).

Janwary 14. Old Russina New Year.
Jaouary I5. First Russian Conversational Class st SPC. (page %),

January 18, Russian Tea and Dances, Maim St Petersburg Library (3745 9% Av, N)
Russian Tea and Cakes, Folkdancing and music, 2 p.m, Free.

Janvary 21. Second Langpage and Alphabet Program at Eckerd, 7 p.m.

If you missed the first session, you may stast from the beginning. 1f this is your
second session, review the first lesson and come with words and phrases you would liks
to leam. Ome feature of this program will be seversl lists of words and phrascs that can
be used “for every occasion” Dendy Auditorium Free and open to the public.

Janwary 30 - Febroary 8. Department of State Artist Excbange. Four professional
artists from St. Petersburg, Russia will conduct free workshops at St. Petersbwg College
For more informaton, call (727) 341-3241.

February 6. Russian Heritage Ensembile at Palladium Theater. The Ensemble will
perform string quartet music written by composers of St. Petersburg, Russia and St.
Petersubrg, Florida. Concert begins at 7:30 p.m {727) 822.3590.

February 14. Russian Day “The Romance of Russia” at Eckerd. 8 s.m. (page 6)

February 22, Russian Music by the Suncoast Symphony Orchestra. Palladium
Theater. 8 p.m. Free. (727) 297-3832.

February 27. Russine/American Celebration with the Tampa Bay Symphony.
Tehatkovsky, Gershwin, and others, Bullet performance by Andrei Ustinov and Elena
Martinson. This concert is in part sponsored by Russian Heritage. R p.m, at MahatTey
Theater. (727) 867-6065. Tickets $10.

March Events will be featured in Jater newsletters. But be sure to put on vour calendars
the March Symposium: The Two St. Petersburgs on March 2-4 at Eckerd College and
the University of South Flonda (afternoon and evening presentations), and SPIFFS
Salutes Two St. Petersburgs. March 19-23.



Peter Meinke Writes Official Poem for Celebrations

Intemationally known poet and St. Petersburg resident Peter Meinke has been
commissioned to write two sonnets in honor of St Petersburg’s Anniversary Celebration,
Meinke taught at Eckerd College for 27 years, where he served as the Director of
Eckerd's Creatnve Writing Program. He is the author of tweive books of poetry and the
recipsent of numerous poetry prizes.

Maples and Orange Trees

Our warm beaches and our orange tress aren't the same
as Russian lakes or ancient maples shaking in the winds
that chill vour citv. In truth, we've only had our names
in commen, and now these birthdays, too neatly pinned
together, like sororal twins born centuries apart.

And yet, it seems right (o celebrate together—

Pushkin, who loved parties, would approve: Let’s start

a grand tradition, with vodka and mimosas, whether

it’s logical or not: Cities are built by dreams

and the broken hands of men and women, by blood and tragic
history, serfs and Seminoles, stoic hope that redeems
despair, transforming swamp and rubble into pulsing magic:

For what are our two cities now, if not sweet sites unfuried
like sanguine banners signing for a better world?

- Peter Memke

In Memory:
Bruce Beery and Nicholas Milin

Russian Heritage 1s saddened to inform you that two of our former officers and boand
members passed wway i 2002, Bruce Beery who served as treasurer and board member
from 1999 16 2001 died on December 23, He completed the application for Russtan
Herrtage 10 become a 301 (C) non-profit organization. Nicholus Milin, g founding
member and our first treasurer died on November 5, He was responsibie for (iling the
Articles of Incorporation for Russian Heritage. Beamas ITawars] Eternal Memory!

8 .



MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2003

Membenship dues for 2003 are now being accepted. Many have already paid these dues,
and this is mdicatext on your address label for this newslerter (03). A membership list
will be published (n the February newslerer, so sead vou dues in now.
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Officers for 2002-2003

The current officers for Russian Heritage are showm here, Each person is s2rving a one-
year term. Elections will take place m May, 2003.
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Contributions* to the 300/100 Anniversary Fund

We are approaching our goal for sponsoring various projects for the celebrations of the
anniversaries of the two St. Petersburg, Make your tax-deductible contribution® 0
Ruvsian Heritage, and help us meet this goal, Contributors will be listed in the February
newsletter, .



