]

RUSSIAN HERITAGE

VOLUME IX, ISSUE 6. MARCH 2005

Russian Heritage to participate in
30" Anniversary SPIFFS Folk Fair

March 16 — 20, 2005

This year’s theme for the SPIFFS Folk Fair (St Petersburg Intemational Folk Fajr
Society) is “Festivals and Holidays Around the World”. The Folk Festival is open for
schoo] children on Wednesday, March 16 through Friday, March 18 from 9:00 a.m. unti
3:00 pm., and it is open to the general public:
Friday 3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Sunday 1100 am ~6:00 pm
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Our exhibit will be centered on Russian holidays and festivals. A recent public
opinion poll in Russia shows that the following holidays and celebrations are considered
to be most important to the Russian people: 1) New Year’s Day, 2) Victory Day (end of
WWIIL, May 9); 3) Easter; & 4) International Women’s Day (March 8). We have chosen
to focus our attention on the Russian New Year's celebration, with attention to the other
major holidays on a lesser scale. We plan to have a booth that is attractive and
educational. As in the past two years, we wiil share our space with Vladimir’s Collection.

We will need volunteers to help set up the booth late Monday afterncon or
evening, or Tuesday during the day. We also need people to volunteer for three-hour
shifts Wednesday through Sunday. It is desirable for those volunteening to wear Russian
costumes if possible, especially for those who will be participating in the opening
ceremonies. Zina Downen, our Russian Heritage delegate to SPIFFS will be
coordinating the volunteers, and organizing the setting up of the display, so pleasc
contact her ASAP to let her know when vou and your friends can volunteer. Zina can be
reached at 727-399-1713 or by email at siberial @tampabay rr.com.



Russian Heritage Balalaika Concert
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Conferences on the Siege of Leningrad

St. Petersburg College, USF St. Petersburg, and Eckerd College

Three very successful conferences were sponsored by Russian Heritage in
conjunction with St. Petersburg College, University of South Florida St. Petersburg, and
Eckerd College. Approximately 500 people attended one or more of these conferences,
and students and the general public were moved by the presentations. Key presenters at
the conferences were our guests from St. Petersburg, Russia who were invited specially
for these events. These “children of the siege”™ - poet llya Fonyakov, writer and artist
Ella Fonyakova, and designer Lidia Bobrovskaya — shared their stories and expericnces
as children in Leningrad during WWTI, when the city was blockaded by the Germans for
900 days. Also participating were two survivors who now make their home in the Tampa
Bay area, Faina Blagodarova and Irena Nemchonok, who also have written about their
childhood experiences during the siege. Finally, there were numerous people in the
audience, some who participated, whose parents and/or other family members
experienced the difficult days of the siege.

The first conference on the Tarpon Springs campus of St. Petersburg College was
held on January 27, the day of the 61 anniversary of the breaking of the siege in 1944.
The program was organized by the Honors College Associate Director, Nadia
Yevstigneyeva, whose family experienced the siege first-hand, and Dr. David Moore,
Professor of History. Several members of the St. Petersburg College faculty and several
college classes participated in this well-attended conference. The conference at USF St.
Petersburg was co-sponsored by the Honors Program and the Florida Studies
Departments of the University on Monday evening, January 31. The longest conference
took place at Eckerd College on Monday, February 7, and included presentations of
additional films and speakers,

A documentary film was shown at each conference, and readings from diaries,
stories, and poems of the “survivors™ were featured. The short novel, “That Winter's
Bread” by Ella Fonyakova, recently translated into English by Professor Bill Parscns,
siege poems by Itya Fonyakov, and writings by Faina Blagodarova and Irena Nemchonok
were moving testimonies to the experiences of these “children of the siege”. An
outstanding exhibit of pictures, documents, and artifacts prepared by Lidia Bobrovskaya
also was presented at each conference.

In addition to the three conferences, our visitors from St. Petersburg, Russia were
recognized by the mayor and city council (see proclamation on following page), llya and
Ella Fonyakov met with local writers and poets, including appearances at two local
writers’ conferences, and they made a presentation at the Russian-American Club in
Gulfport. Ilya is the primary translator of a recently published book in St. Petersburg,
Russia of the poems of local poet, Peter Meinke, and these two poets did several poetry
readings together.

We want to thank all the many persons who helped to plan and carry out these three
conferences. They have been a highlight of this year’s Russian Heritage program.
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roclamationo

CITY OF ST PETERSBURG

WHEREAS, SL. Petersburg, Flonda established a ewin city agreement with St
Petersharg, Russia in 2003; and

WHEREAS, The people of St. Petersburg, Russia suffered more than one million deaths
from starvation, cold, disease, and enemy fire duning the 200-day sicge on
their city in World War IT; and

WHEREAS, Si Petersburg, Russia celebrates the end of the siege on January 27, 1944
every year as a major city boliday; and

\

WHEREAS, This year, as 2 part of the 60" anmversary of the end of World War [, three
conferences have been planned to honor the children of the siege at St
Petersburg Coliege, University of South Flonda St. Petersburg, and Eckerd
College; and

WHEREAS, In 2003, the Mayoe’s delegation frum St. Petersburg, Florida, was given the
honor of marching behind the Russian Governor's delegation in St.
Petersburg, Russia’s (formerly Leningrad) Victory Parade, and was unique
as a foreign delegation by being given the honor to lay a wreath at the
memonal to those Jost in the Siege of Leningrad; and
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WHERKAS, Thres survivors, Ilya Fonyakov, Eila Fonyakova, and Lidia Bobrovskaya,
who as children lived through the extremes of the siege, have come from St
Petersburg, Russia to participate in these three conferences;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICK BAKER, Mayor of the City of St. Petersburg, Florida,
prociaim February 7, 2005 as

Remembering the Leningrad Siege Day

n S1. Petersburg, and 1 urge residents 1o recognize the suifering and heroic efforts
of the Russian people during these dark days of World War I1.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,
I have hereunto 521 my

hand and caused the official
scal of the City of

St. Petersburg, County of
Pinellas and the State of
Florida to be affixed

this 7 day of February,

2008 g !r )

Rick Baker
- Mayor
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Survivors
to share

Leningrad
memories

By ROBEAT SAMUELS
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“That hardly filled you up”®
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UPCOMING EVENTS

March 2, 2005 The Spirit of St. Petersburg Balalaika Trio perfoerming at the
Palladium Theater in downtown St. Petersburg. (see below)

March 8, 2005 International Women's Day (big celebration in Russia )

March 16 - 20,2005  SPIFFS 3™ Aunniversary Folk Festival at T ropicana Field
This year’s theme is “Festivals and Holidays Around the World." See page 2.

Apnl 2005 Planned showing of Films About WW1I on the Eastern Front
May 1, 2005 Russian Orthodox Easter and May Day (big celebrations in Russia)

May 7, 2005 Business Meeting & Program Celebrating the End of WWIT in Euarope.
Time and Place will be announced in an upcoming newsletter,

May 9,2005 Victory Day (the end of WWII in Europe: major holiday in Russia)

Russian Hertiage Dues for 2005

Many members paid their dues for 2005 in connection with the Old Russian New
Year's celebration. If you haven’t sent in your dues for 2005, now is the time to do so.
Check your newsletter label to see if our records agree: if you have an (05) after your
name, that means our records show you have paid for 2005. Or perhaps you can share
this form with friends who might want to be associated with Russian Heritage in 2005.

“The purpose of Russian Heritage, inc. shall be 1o preserve and promote Russian
heritage, history, and culture, and to educate the general public through such activities as,
but not limited to, social events, films festivals, artistic venues, and educational
programs.” (from Articles of Incorporation of Russian Heritage, Inc., October 1997)
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