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Natasha Krupitskaya and Maria Kiselyova Shine as
Russian Herituge Student Ambassadors in September

Afier a rather “stormy™ beginning with Hurricane Ivan. the program for our two student
am rassadors went forward as scheduled. The full list of activities is given on page 2, and
Viuletta Yevstigneyeva has written an article beginning on page 3 about their visit to Palm
Ha bor University High School, followed by several pictures. Their departure was delayed by
Huiricane Jeanne, which meant that they experienced a “Hurricane Party” and also had a chance
1o pend two more days in Florida. On page 4 we recognize some of the many people who helped
ma e this program possible.

Concert and Two Russian Films at Fckerd College

Wednesday, November 10 at 7:00 pm a concert of piano music will be presented at
Eci.crd Callege. One Japanese pianist, one Russian pianist, and we hope Christina Miller, our
musical ambassador from March 2004 will perform. Check our website for more details.

Russian Hertage and Eckerd College presents two Russian films on Thursday,
Navember 11 in Dendy Auditorivm on the Eckerd campus (4200 54™ Ave South. St. Pctersburg )
Th * showings are free and open to the public.

700 p.m. The Blue Blue Bird of Happiness (Cuwss nruga). This children’s film, a
Jjout production of Lenfilm and Twentieth Century Fox, was produced in 1976. It stars Flizabeth
Tirlor. Janc Fonda. Ava Gardner us well as famous Russian movie stars and performers of the
Kirov Theater. Part shown in English, part in Russian, with subtitles,

830 pam. The War (Boiina). Thisisa contemporaly film about the war in Chechnys,
dir:cled by Alcksei Balehanov, (Brother). It is about a soldier who was captured in the war in
Chechnya and mnade a slave. Later he was released, but told not to retum, but he did retum, In
Russian, with English subtitles,

“Finding Freedom: Forty Years of Soviet and Russian Art”

The lecpa-Ratner Musoum of Art presonts an exhibition of works from the Kolodze
Collection of Russian art chronicling four decades of Russian and Sovier non-conformist art from
the post-Stalinist era to the present. Sixty works by 25 artists are included. The exhibit upens on
Nevember 7 and runs theough January 2. 2005,

I'hc Leepa-Ratmer Musewn of Art is located at 600 Klosterman Road, just west of
Hizhway 19, on the Tarpon Springs Campus of St. Petersburg College. Admission is $5 for
adi:Its, $4 for semors, and free to children und students with ID. Sunday sdmission is free 1o all.
Sex page 7 for further programs connected with exhibit,

* ® * *

Our sincere sympathy to long-time members of Kussiarn Heriiage (Neg and Trene
Sciadlowsky on the unexpected death of their son. Yury.

- * - -

A donation 0f S775 was sent to the family of ane of the heroes of the Beslan School tragedy
n “tussia. We thank al) who contributed. A repont on this project will appear in our next newsletror,
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Russian Heritage
International Ambassadors program
September 9-29, 2004

Natasha Krupitskaya and Maria Kiselyova

Presentations at:
» Russian Heritage Meetings in Largo and Clearwater
Eckerd College
Canterbury High School
St. Pete High School (IB Program)
Bayshore High School (Sarasota)
St. Petersburg College (Tarpon Springs Campus)
Palm Harbor University High School (IB Program and Medical Magnet)
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Meetings with:
o Mayor of St. Petersburg Rick Baker
- St. Petershurg City Council Members
> Dean of Eckerd College, Dr. Lloyd Chapin
> President of St. Petersburg College, Dr. Carl M. Kuttler
> SPIFFS General Assembly

Visits to:

« Fort DeSoto Park

- St. Petersburg Beach, Clearwater Beach

> Salvador Dali Museum, Museum of Fine Arts,

Ringling Museum, Leeper-Ratner Museum

Baywalk and St. Petersburg Pier
College Fair in Clearwater

> Magic Kingdom and EPCOT in Orlando

> Aquarium and Busch Gardens in Tampa

- Retirement Home in St. Petersburg
High School Football Game in St. Petersburg
Usher Concert in Tampa
“Hurricane Party” (Power off from Jeanne)

Accommodation:
» Bill Parsons’ house in St. Petersburg
Gene and Mary Stenov’s house in St. Petersburg
- Bill and Pat Grant’s house in Sarasota
- Lee and Patricia Rowell's house in Palm Harbor

Bill Parsons, President of Russian Heritage October 1, 2004
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Violetta Yevstigneyeva, a student at Palm Harbor University High School, is
continuing her infernship as a volunteer for Russian Heritage.

Violetta's Page - Crpasiruka Buornerrsr

Welcome back to Violetta's Page! Three weeks ago I was very fortunate to
meet the two extremely talented Russian students Natasha and Maria. T did not
know them before they arrived, but their openness and kindness made me fee!
special. Inamatter of couple days we became best friends! They learned from me
about American schools, students, activities and I also learned about their lives.
These two students are very motivated, goal oriented, confident and knowledgeable,
and that's why they won this competition to come here!

Aobpo noxanoeats ewe pas Ha moro cTpaHmuky! Tpu Heaenm Hasag mHe
YAQNOCh BCTPETUTS ABYX HEBEPOATHO TANGHTIIMBLLX PyCCkMX whonbHUY ~ Harawy u
Maputo. [o 310l BCTpeun 8 CoBCEm MX He 3HANA, HO MX HESEpOATHAR OTKPOBEHHOCTD
M 206POTA NO3BONUIIM MHE NOYYBCTBORATH &b OCOBEHHONM. BCero 3a HeCKosBKO
AHEA MEL CTAMM Syawumi apyasammu! Havawa u Mawa ysHanu ot mews of
AMEPUKAHCKON WKONE, CTYACHTAX, WKONMBHLIX AC X U MHTEPECaX, 4 4 Y3HANa of ux
KUIHU. DTN ACBYWKN OYeHb LeneyCTPEMNEHHEL, YBepeHHST B cebe 3YAMPOBAHLL,
NO3TOMY HEYAMBUTESIBHO, YTO HA KOHKYPCE OHW BEIMIPANUA NOCIAKY K HAM.

Natasha and Masha made many presentations in Pinellas schools. T organized their
visit to my school. One Wednesday, September 23", they arrived at Palm Harbor
University High School at 7 am., and made five presentations! The students were
anxious to hear about Russia and Russian life from a teenager perspective,

Harawa u Mawa caenanm MHOro npeseHTaumii B Hawux wrkonax. S
OPradu3oBaa UX SUIWT 8 MO WKoy. B cpeay, 23-ro ceHrabpa, Hatawa v Mawa
npuexanu e Tlanm Xapbop Yrmsepcurer-Llikony & 7 wacos yTpa u 6stnm roTosst
K 5-1u npesenTaumaml AmepuKaHCKUE CTYAEHTSL C HETEPNEHUem Kaanu PaccKasoe o
Poccum v KUzHU PYCCKOI MOSIOARKIA M3 YCT COMBEX TUHelAKepos.

Unfortunately many students only know that Russia is far away and has lots of snow,
so the presentation took them by surprise. As I watched, I noticed the students
were paying close attention and some even had their mouths open. Afterwards the
girls were bombarded with questions from *“What is your favorite music?" to *“What
do you think about the war in Iraq?.* T felt very happy that we could enrich the
cultural and overall awareness of these high school students. I hope in the future
we will have more such apportunities.

(continuation on the following page)



K coxastesibo MHOrAE CTYAGHTSEE 3HONM TONBKO TO, YTO POCCUS HAXORUTEA
AGNEKO U TAM MHOTO CHEra, TAK YTO NPe3eHTaLMI Bb1Nn Ana HMX Bonswum
croprpuzom. Habn0A0q AMEPUKAHCKMX CTYAGHTOB, A 3GMETUNG, YTO OHMW CAYIANM
ABBYLWEK C ONPOMHEIM MHTEPECOM U AAKE UHOMRA € OTKpLITaIM prom! TTocne
BEICTYMNAEHUA CTYACHTE NPOCTO GTAKOBASIA PYCCKMX LWKOSIBHUL BOMPOCAMU, Ha
npumep: «Kakaa sawa nrobiman myasIka?» 1 «4To est Aymaere o BoiiHe B Mpake?»
A oueHb papa, 4TO 3707 OBPAIOBATENLHLIA ONEIT O6OraTUN U YrNY6UN IHGHAA HAWMX
CTYAEHTOB G KyseType Poccuu, a Taxxe pacumpun ux obwuii Kpyrosop. S Hanerocs,
4To B SynyweMm y Hac ewé SyayT TakMe BOIMOKHOCTH.

These amazing girls touched the hearts of many people in a very short time, and I
want to thank everybody who contributed to their being here in our St. Petersburg!
3a TaKOW KOPOTKWIA CPOK 3T YAUBMTENLHELE AEBYLKA TPOHY/IU CEPAUA O4YeHDb
MHomx nkoaeil M a xody nobnaroaapuTs KaXAOTO, KTO CACNAN BOIMOKHEIM UX
BU2UT & Haw CankT TTerepbypr.
Violetta Yevstigneyeva Buonerra Eacrurveesa

In the first picture on the next page Natasha and Masha are shown at Palm Harbor

University High School. Can you tell which are Russian and which are American?
Other pictures show the ambassadors answering questions at school,

Row 2: With Mayor Rick Baker at City Hall: With members of the Board at

RH meeting: Row 3: Supper with Violetta, Tania Bobrovskaya, and Nadia

Yevstigneyeva, The Three girls at EPCOT center.

OUR THANKS TO MANY - CTTACUBO!

Mary members and friends of Russian Heritage were involved in the Student
Ambassador Program. On behalf of the Board of Directors, T warnt to thank all
those who participated, including all members of the Board of Directors. Most
involved in planning were Nadia and Violetta Yevstigneyeva. Thank you! The
teachers and administrators at the various schools were also very cooperative, and
we thank them. We also thank our hosts Gene and Mary Stenov, Bill Parsons, Lee
and Patricia Rowell, and Bill and Pat Grant. We thank Ray Abrahamsen for his
help in obtaining tickets to Disney World, We thank Tania Bobrovskaya for her
work in setting up the competition in Russia that selected the two winners, and for
her participation in the program here. Finally, we thank John Galbraith for his
support that has made this Student Ambassador Pragram possible these two years.

Interested in a Pen Pal? we have had requests from a number of people
in Russia who are interested in Pen Pals. One bicyclist from Tver and one Seminary
student from St. Petersburg have expressed such an interest, in Russian if possible.
If you are interested, email HeritageRussian®aol.com.



September 9-29™ 2004 Masha and Natesha




UPCOMING EVENTS

November 10, 2004 Piano Concert at Eckerd College. (see page 1)
Nevember 11,2004 Russian Films at Eckerd College. Free and Open to Public.
7:00 pm: *"The Bluebird of Happiness™ 8:30 pm: “The War” (see page 1)

November 7, 2004 - January 2, 2005 Art Exhibit at Leepa-Rattner Muscum of Art
“FINDING FREEDOM: Forty vears of Soviet and Russian Art” (see page 1)
Sunday, Nov. 7. Exhibition Opening, 1pm —Spm. Free Admission
Sunday. Nov. 7. 2pim Lecture: Vitaly Komar and Natalia Kolodzei. $10.
Mon., Nov. 8. 1:30pm in FA 132 - Slide Presentation on Russian Baroque. Sue Comett.
Tues., Nov, 9 12:30pm in FA 132 - Fun with Russian Translation. NadiaY evstigneyeva.
“ed., Nov. 10 Tpm in Lobby - On the Easel: Komar and Melimid, Lifc of Tolstoy.
Sun., Nov.J4  1:30pm - Russiun opera film; “Fugene Onegin”
Wed., Nov. 17 1 30pm - Russian Icons. Sue Cornett
Sen.. Nov. 21 2:00pm ~ Nan Celton as Catherine the Great. $10*

November 19, 2004 “Human Trafficking” Workshop (see bottom of page)

November 19-22 Florida Orchestra Plays I'chaikovsky
Jaraary 2005 Florida Orchestra: Rachmaninoff Festival (3 Concerts)
Far more mformation go to www. flonidaorchesta.org.

Jarnarv 15, 2008 Old Russian New Year Celebration {see page ).

Jaruacy 27-29, 2005 Events Associated with the End of the Siege of [eningrad.

Watch for the Junuary newsleties for information about the student surveys on WWII and
the events associated with the end of the siege in Leningrad. We have severat “children of the
sie ™ who will participate m our anniversary events.

Mzeech 2, 2005 The Spirit of St, Petersburg (Russia) Balalaika Trio,
Concert at 7:30 at the Palladium Theater. You do not want to miss this one!

Merch 16 20,2005 SPIFFS 30™ Anniversary Folk Festival at Tropicana Field
This year's theme is “Testivals and Holidays Around the World.”

“HUMAN TRAFFICKING” WORKSHOP

The National Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL) is sponsoring a
wi rkshop on “Human Trafficking” in labor practices and in the sexual exploitation of
wemen and children on Friday moming, November 19 in Sarasota, Florida at the Annual
Conference of the NFWI. T'his is a global problem that afTects people from Russia and
Faitern Europe as well as from Asia and Latin America. One of the sponsers of this
we rkshop is Congresswoman Robin Read, who attended our Old Russian New Year's
Celebration last year, and has inviled Russian Heritage to be involved. 1f you are
int2rested in atiending the breakfast and moming workshop at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in
Su-asota. please contact Zina Downen for further information. (727) 399-1713.

Fa more detuils, check our website: www.russian-yellowpages com/FloridaR ussiunHeritage.



BORZOI - RUSSIAN WOLFHOUND

The Russian Wollhound or Borzoi (Russkaya Borzays)wlill forever be
assocliated with the hunting activities of the Ruszian aristocracy -
a fact which once almost led the extincliicn cf Lhe breed.

The Borzol was first described to the west in 1516 by an Bustrian
robleman returning from Moscow. After Peter the Great, only the czaxvs
and the nobllity ceculd cwn Borzoi. To produce identical packs of Borzoi
Lor nunting, the Imperial Xennel was established in Gatchipa in 1613.
Every 3ix 2orzoi puppies had z 3zerf’s child to attend to all of its
puppy rceeds. If the pups were mistreated, the child was whipped.

Everything changed in 1881 when the serfs were emancipated. Fewer
people remained to tend to large estates, and kennel maintenance
became more cestly. For & time Borzei declined. But in 1887, the
Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaivitch, uncle of the future Czar Nicholas II,
establisned Perchina Kennels scuth of St., Petersiury.

The Grand Duxe is cn reccrd heosting the Perchina Kunts, with 100
foxhounds, 130 Borzoi, 100 puppies, 20 retirad hounds and 87 English
thoroughbred horsez. At a simlilar 1891 hunt held by the Czar at
Gatchina, 6 wolves, 4 foxes and 173 hares were caught during zhe
month-long nunt.

The Russian Revolution almoat ended the Borzoi breed which had been 50
Closely asscciated with the nobility. Many dogs were slaughtered. By
one gocount, there were only € Rorzoi left in Moscow. Fortunalely,

& few years before the revolution, Amsrican Jossph B. Thomas had
cbtzined several Borzoi from Perchina for his own kennel in the U8, Iz
was Thomas whoe founded the Russian Welfhound Cinb of America in 1903.

Wnen Russian commurism collapsed, American Borzol fancisrg were
disheartenea Lo discover that the few Borzoi who bad survived in Russia
were in poor condition., In 19%1, Russiazn dog fancier Nadia Navakova
described thelr pligkt in the Now York Times. The Americans swiftly
mopilized, providing ver supplies and breeding dogs aescending from the
original Ferchina kennels. Thua American Borzoli injected old klcod to
invigorate the Russian breed and return it to its origiral majesty.

€0, what is the character of this ncble animal? It is a sight hound,
whick mears it chases ils guarry by sight. It must be fast enough to
keep the prey visible. Slower scent hounds can follew a trail hours
ailter it has been laid, The Borzei, are easy to identify because of the
S-shaped curves of Lhe body, the dramatic abdominal “tuck up”, the long
legs and the tail used almost like a rudder te maintaln balance at high
speeds. The Borzei temperament is sweet, docile, and intuitive. They
maxe excellent house pets in spite of thelir near lightening speed.
Feggy Newton, Dog Lover and Russian Heritage Secratary.

Elelski-Braham, Tanya.“Once Uper a Time”,RKC Gazette, Sept. 2004, 28-133.



