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Russian Culture in the Last Week of September

Fall Meeting: Susan Haig of the Florida Orchestra
Sunday, 3:00 pm*, September 24 at Eckerd College

The first meeting of the fall scason will be a general meeting for all members and
fricnds of Russian Heritage at Eckerd College on Sunday, September 24 at 3:00 pm*, Susan
Haig, the Associate Conductor of the Florida Orchestra will be featured in a program that
focuses on the current cultural and musical scene in Russia, and the upcoming season for the
Florida Orchestrn, Susan was in St, Petersburg and Moscow from late July to mid-August,
atlending a Master Class for conductors at the St. Petersburg Conservatory. She has a special
interest in nincteenth century Russian music, and she will be presenting the music of Glinka,
Rimsky-Korsakov, Tchaikovsky and others with the Florida Orchestra in a series of coffee
concerts on Thursday momings in the coming season.

Eckerd student Hayley Borck, our student ambassador who studied Russian in St.
Petersburg and Moscow this summer, will also give a short report.

The meeting will be in the Pelican Room of the CEC Buiiding (Continuing Education
Center), just to the left of the entrance, after you pass the traffic circle at Eckerd College.
The program is frec and open to the public. Zakuski and beverages will be served.

*The summer newsletter indicated that the meeting would begin at 4:00. The correct
time for the meeting is 3:00 pm, with the Board of Directors meeting at 2:00 pm.

We encourage each member and friend of Russian Heritage 1o bring one or two
favorite recipes for our planned Russian Heritage Cookbook,

The Florida Orchestra Performs Many Russian Classics This Season

Van Cliburn plays Tchaikovsky’s “Piano Concerto No. 17, Monday, September 25
at the MahafTey Theater in St. Petersburg, Florida. This is the “grand opening™ for the
newly remodeled theater. Hear this piano legend perform the work that won him the Goid
Medal at the First International Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow, and made him an icon
in Russian-American cultural contacts for the last half century, For tickets, call the Florida
Orchestra: 813-286-2403 or 1-800-662-7286,

Opening Night for the regular season: Shostakovich: Symphony No. 7 (Leningrad!)
Saturday, October 7 at 8:00 pm at the Mahaffey Theater; Sunday, Oct. 8 at Ruth Fckerd Hall.

Coming in January: Tchaikovsky's Sixth Symphony (Pathetique) & Violin Concerto,

Russian Conversation & Culture: Class Begins September 30
Nadia Yevstigneyeva offers 8-week non-credil course in Russian at Clearwater Campus of
St. Petersburg College on Saturday mornings beginning September 30. Details on cover.




Yevgeny Onegin: Discussion and Film in October

A focus in October will be Pushkin's Yegeny Onegin. In Russia there are three
official Pushkin holidays: the anniversary of his birth (June 6, 1799), the anniversary of his
death (January 29, 1837); and the anniversary of the opening of the Lyceum where he studied
(October 19, 1811). We want you to think about Pushkin on October 19, and to come to see
the film Onegin at Eckerd College on Friday, October 20. The film will be shown in the
Miller Auditorium at 6:00 pm. It is free and open to the public.

But so that vou will enjoy the film as much as possible, we are suggesting that you
read, or re-read this Russian classic before hand.  AND we invite you to a discussion of
Pushkin and his masterpiece at 4:00 pm at Fokerd College. We will have a panel, including
Professor Victor Peppard, from USF, and Bill Parsons, Professor Emeritus from Eckerd
College. After this prescntation you can get a bite to eat on campus, or at a restaurant near
by and enjoy the film at 6:00 pm.

More details about this Ralph Fiennes film of love and obsession will appear in the
October newsletter, but mark your calendars now.

SPIFFS International Bail: October 27

SPIFFS (The St. Petersburg International Folk Festival Society) will hold its annual
Intemational Ball at Banquet Masters on Friday, October 27. The cost for members of
Russian Heritage will be $25 for dinner and dance. Because this year's ball is so close to
Halloween, participants are encouraged to come in costume, black tic optional, or dressy
attire. Call 727-867-9148 1o make reservations, or sign up at the September meeting.

SPLFES is facing difficult times. We will report on plans for the SPIFFS Folk
Festival at the meeting on September 24.

Russian Heritage Cruise, November 30-December 4, 2006.

mbdhnelnsmssedfasigmngupfmmekussimﬂaimgcfom-daycnﬁscw
Mexico on the Carnival Ship “The Inspiration™. The responsc indicated that this was not one
of our best ideas, and we had to cancel the Russian performer who we was scheduled to
perform. Those who have signed up will certainly enjoy the cruise, but it may have less of a
Russian flavor than we hoped to provide.

Old Russian New Year Celebration: ] anuary 13, 2007

Make your plans now to attend another spectacular celebration of the Old Russian
New Year! This is one of our major events of the year, and this vear's ball is expecied to be
one of our best ever. Official invitations will be sent out in October, and the full details will
appear in the October newslelter.

The Magazine “Russian Life” Begins its 50 Year!

The September issue of “Russian Life” marks the fifth decade of the magazine's
publishing historv. We include an interesting article called “The Babushka Factor” on the
following page which appeared in the July Issue. See if you can identify a significant error in
this article, report it to our PO Box or web site, and win a prize!
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| The Babushka Factor

Undemstarding the Sabvibka
factor is Sey to grsping many
things Russian. Often one of the
fizst Russian words forcipners
know, they proncunce Galyuwxa!
with gusto. Which is easy. since it
is 50 simple, comgact and colos-
fal. But litle do they know shar
s wors 35 steeped with caltuzal
COMDGLations.

The Sabwbir is cawipressnt in
Rassien folklore. colrie and even
coonnmis In e mid- 19506, ara-
I¥sts witen tailoed of “the bbb
sepent® of the eccpomy - e
lines of bawsiopensioners selling,
“mpulse buy™ items near meto sta-
tons. This “sgement” cacs acoouns-
ol for 40 percent of somal Russian
retaal tobacco sales.

Pushkin’s babasbbc, Anns

R s

soon-toche  famous grandson.
Mikhail Lermontwov’s babusbéa,
Elizavetz Arsenieva, was also
anstrumental in the biilliant, yet
shortlved, wilitary and poesic
cazeer of her beloved Misha,

Babymka has many tender,
diminutve suffixes - .z Baliyas
= FOl taey ure not alwaps weed
tenderly. "(8MoMy ®e Xxwarder,
Gatpan!™ 1 don’t have encugh
[meney] myself™), 1 New
Russizn was avesheard replying
10 u begmng Babywra outside a
McDerald's. And the hiere of the
film, The Mesting Face Camnat He
Changed, Visdimir Shazapov,
mimicking  folksy  speaking
dabits, would say over the
phone: “Hy  cnaciBe  Tele,
Gabénekn!" ("Ihanks 2 lot, you
ald woman!*)

Perthaps the rudest way to
address ar. elderdy woman is w
call her 836ka {GaGxw in plaral,
but not to ke confiased with

fairy tales ta ‘

Ba0xH or BAByAbKK, slang words
for monsy). To wit: Y10 Tw
vopshmb, ¥aK Crapan Gabka?'®
("W are you 35 grumpy s an
old mopan?) (r the same vein,
when you feel like “sending
somebody to Lell,” you can send
him & y&prosoii Gafywke - “uo
the devil’s grandma® Tenn:s
megastar  Marst  Safin  vnce
lobbed cut 3 mther cruds babush-
karelated proverb to deside
those who wee wcond-guesang
his performance ut the Kremlin
Cup toumnamen: To 2 bewil-
dered crowd of jnternational
jourmnalists, be proclaimed: “Ecam,
ecAk.. B Ow Galywsa OGbwd
ARUA.." Which can be mildly

seen as & font of truth has given
nise to other, mors socially-

scceptable  idioms, such s

"BAGYWKD HAABDE CRA3AAR" [ it
remains to be seen,” or licenally,
“Babusbka was ambighous, so we
can’t take anything for grantad™),
Waen someone is really sure of
something, itis good o sey. "N K
Babke Ne xoan™ - (literally, “U'm
so sure of this, you dex’t even
have to ask grandma."} Synony-
mously: “W X rapdake {fowune
telier) B2 xaah."

Wha: zbout the humercus
and elegant proverh, “Sor Telé,
Babywka, n Hpees AgHe™? Yury's
Day was an anausl holidsy of
sorts  when  uneocumbessd
Russiziy serfs could lsave herr
landlord without explanztion
and move to lve under another
landlord or setde in vizgio Jands.
fvan ths Terrble benned Yery's
Day o the late 16th ceanary,
tying serfs to the land and taking
away one of the few freedoms

SurvivalRussian

by mikchail ivanoy

Russians then enjoved. Thus was
the proverb bom. Ever since, it
lias been used to express a dis-
agrecable surprise resulting from
governmentsl scselutions  or
decsions.

Finally, when Russizns talk
about steneons wWho wants o
spite someone, albet to their
own detriment, they say, “Hazad
Ga0yume ormopéskTs cefe yuw™
("to freeze one’s ears 20 spute the

4-‘-—.—-’ — : x 4 A.' ~

Bka ‘& recslcitrant
going outside in winter... Bu:,
onee be 35 cur of the hovss, he
takes off the har to spits his

grandmi, only 10 freeze his ears

- and catch cold. A syacaymous

epression is “HaIAG GABywxe
orpéanme cele Vxo" (“to cut off
oac's car to spite Fabwchia”), O,
a5 you say in Englisk, "% cut of
ane's nose to spite their face®

When the famoos impression-
31 Vaoeert Van Gogh in 1388 cut
off his right ear, he doubtless Lad
nothing againse hos babushda, It is
beleved he did the dead in an
act of seif-lcathing or disease-rid-
den rage. (Another theory has it
that bis right sar was cut off by
bis fiend Paol Gaugnin in a
drunksn brawl.) Be thar 25 it may,
Van Gogh's Seffonnut oith 4
Hawud (fp Ean, where b wears 3
bandage and & fur shapke of sorts,
is now worth fabulous Sabyaskn
~ a few million at least. ¥ k 6abKe
He X!




